chapter seven

Introduction to the interpretation

of prophecy

1. Hermeneutics is the science and art of biblical interpretation; it is a science because it is guided by rules within a system, it is an art because the application of the rules is a skill and not a mechanical imitation.

2. The adjusted interpreter regards the scripture as sola fidei regula (the sole rule of faith), the only authoritative voice of God to man; other groups regard the Bible as the primary voice among other authorities (the Church fathers, the ancient creeds, ecumenical councils, oral tradition, Papal decisions, etc.).

3. The basic need of hermeneutics is to ascertain what God has said in the scripture, to determine the meaning of the Word of God.

4. Our doctrines of salvation, sanctification, eternal security, etc., are all based on the correct interpretation of the Bible; failure to properly interpret the Bible has led to every sort of false teaching and confusion among believers.

5. In many cases, the doctrinal variations one finds in Christendom are due to different methods of interpretation and failure to consistently apply the rules of hermeneutics.

6. A second important need for the science of hermeneutics is to bridge the gap between the minds of the biblical writers and the minds of believers living in different times and places in history.

7. People of the same culture, age, and geographic location understand each other quite easily; however, when the reader is separated culturally, historically, geographically, and by language, the task of interpretation becomes far more difficult.

8. We come to the text of the Bible with some basic assumptions, for which we make no apologies.

9. We believe that only the 66 books of the Old Testament and New Testament are divinely inspired by God and meant to be understood by believers.

10. We believe that one must be born again, desire to know the truth (positive volition), and rightly relate to the Holy Spirit (abiding, filled with the Holy Spirit) in order to effectively understand the Scripture.

11. We believe that the ordinary believer does not possess the tools, training, skills, or placement by God to accurately interpret the Word of God for himself.  Acts 8:30-31

12. We firmly believe that God has always provided communicators in every period of history to equip believers with an understanding of His plan.  Eph. 4:8,11ff

13. While there are a number of faulty historical schools of interpretation, we adhere to the literal, historical school of interpreting the Scripture.

14. The literal method of interpreting the bible is to accept the literal rendering of the sentences unless the nature of the sentence, clause, or phrase within that sentence makes that impossible.

15. Words must be understood in the context of their sentences, and a sentence must be understood in the context where it occurs.

16. This is the usual practice in the interpretation of any literature; when we read a book we presume the literal sense of the document until the nature of the literature itself forces us to think otherwise.

17. All secondary meanings or interpretations depend upon the literal layer of the original language; parables, types, allegories, symbols, figures of speech, etc., presume that the language already has literal meaning.

18. For instance, one cannot understand the parable of the sower without recognizing the reality that it is written in literal “farm” language.

19. Literal exegesis does not overlook the figures of speech, symbolic meanings, types, or other literary devices found in the Word of God.  ICor. 13:1 (hyperbole); Dan. 7 (animals symbolic of nations); Gen. 6 (the ark is a type of Christ); Gal. 4:24 (allegory)

20. It is only in the priority of literal exegesis that there is any control over exegetical abuse of the Word of God, forcing unbiblical meanings into the Scripture, or exalting allegorical or esoteric meanings over the literal truth.

21. The historical principle for interpreting the Word of God means that the interpreter must give attention to the grammar, the times, circumstances, and conditions under which the writer wrote.

22. With all this as a given, we believe that prophecy is meant to be taught and understood just like the other 70% of Scripture.

23. It is clear that many drop the rules of hermeneutics when they approach prophecy, or apply a faulty set of hermeneutics to the entire Bible, and this accounts for the wide disagreements among prophetic interpretations.

24. However, we are of the opinion that God has revealed His Word in human history, He desires us to understand it accurately, and has provided all that is necessary to complete this task.

25. One essential element for interpreting and understanding the prophetic word relates to the millennial view that one accepts.

26. There are basically three millennial views;

a. Amillennial, the belief that there will not be a literal theocratic reign upon the earth, denying the restoration of national Israel (substituting the church for Israel), suggesting that all kingdom promises will be fulfilled in the inter-advent era.

b. Postmillennial, the belief that the kingdom of God is now being extended through the world, the gospel will eventually triumph in a long period of righteousness and peace (1000 years), and then Christ will return to the earth.

c. Premillennial, the belief that Jesus Christ will return to earth bodily the second time, establish His kingdom in Jerusalem, and rule the earth in peace and righteousness for a period of 1000 years.

27. The correct view is premillennial, with the rapture (the resurrection of Church Age believers only) occurring first, the completion of the final seven years of the age of Israel, the literal bodily return of Christ to earth, the destruction of His enemies, the resurrection of believers who did not live in the Church Age, and the establishment of His worldwide kingdom in Jerusalem for 1000 years.

28. Having established the correct framework in which to place the events of prophecy, we will now look at the principles to correctly interpret prophecy in the first place.

29. We must give careful attention to the language of the passage, determining the meaning of names, geography, customs, materials, plants, animals, etc.

30. One must recognize that much of the prophetic description of the future is given in the language of  past historical events, so isagogics are indispensable.

31. Diligent attention must be paid to the context and the flow of the discussion.

32. The interpreter must be mindful of the nonsystematic character of certain prophetic writings; widely separated events in time may be found in the same passage.  Isa. 61:1-2; Lk. 4:18-19

33. One must search the entire body of prophetic writings to find what passages parallel each other, recognizing that the same event or person may be in view.  Dan. 2:40-44, 7:7-8; Rev. 17:12

34. Next, one must determine if the prophecy is fulfilled, unfulfilled, or has a dual fulfillment; is conditional or unconditional.

35. Armed with the filling of the Holy Spirit, positive volition, the correct tools, hermeneutics, and doctrinal grid, the consistent interpreter can be assured that God will provide the truth of even the most difficult passages.  Col. 1:9; IITim. 2:7; IJn. 5:20

Introduction to Daniel 7

1. Daniel seven is one of the most misunderstood chapters in all the prophetic writings, with interpreters almost uniformly missing the point.

2. Nearly without exception, this chapter is taken to be nothing more than a further expansion and explanation of Daniel two.

3. However, there are very weird interpretations that we will not waste time ridiculing, strange as they may be.

a. One person views the lion with eagle’s wings as the orthodox Catholic faith.

b. Another views the lion with the wings of an eagle as a coalition of the US, Britain, and Israel.

4. Even those who come close to correctly identifying the beasts and their significance are often so unsound doctrinally that people easily dismiss their work.

5. There are several reasons why Daniel two and Daniel seven are completely unrelated.

6. The first is that Daniel two was explicitly interpreted as having to do with a succession of world empires, beginning with Babylon and ending with the Revived Roman Empire.

a. Note the phrase will arise.  Dan. 2:39

b. Note the use of the term rx;a; (‘achar), after.  Dan. 2:39

c. Then there will become a fourth kingdom...  Dan. 2:40

7. Daniel seven deals with four kingdoms that are present contemporaneously, not a succession of kingdoms.

a. The four beasts appear simultaneously, although they are clearly different from one another.  Dan. 7:3

b. This is confirmed by the use of the preposition md;q\ (qadham), before it, or in the presence of it.  Dan. 7:7

c. This preposition is used extensively in biblical Aramaic and, of the 46 times it is used, it must always be translated in the presence of.  Ezra 4:18,23; Dan. 2:9,25, 7:10 et al

8. Further, when this vision was given to Daniel, it was evident that historical Babylon was already on the scene and well established.

9. The kingdom of Babylon ruled the earth from 626-539 BC and the dream is specifically dated in the year 553 BC

10. Since the kingdom of Babylon is already present, there is no possible way to interpret the first beast that will arise as Babylon.

11. Beyond that, Daniel is told in verse twelve that after the fourth beast had been slain, the other three were granted an extension of life for an appointed period of time.  Dan. 7:12

12. There is no possible way that anyone can legitimately be of the opinion that the empires of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome existed together (each one clearly is succeeded by another), or exist as empires at all today!

13. Each of those kingdoms had its moment in history and was displaced by another kingdom; it passed on and its power was given to the nation that succeeded it.

14. Since the fourth beast is clearly present with the first three, and we can readily identify the fourth beast as the Revived Roman Empire, which is present at the time of the second advent, we must identify the first three beasts as national entities in the last days.  Dan. 7:3,11-12

15. Beyond all these proofs, if the vision of chapter seven was simply a recapitulation of chapter two, Daniel must be viewed as some sort of a spiritual loser since he did not recognize this to be true.

16. Daniel clearly understood the dream of Nebuchadnezzar and provided the correct interpretation of that dream; he clearly does not understand this vision and asks someone else to interpret it for him.  Dan. 7:16ff

17. Further, there is no evidence that Daniel was in any way alarmed by the dream of Nebuchadnezzar or its interpretation; however, this vision is clearly so different that Daniel is somewhat troubled.  Dan. 7:15

18. Therefore, the faulty interpretation of Daniel seven is based on lack of attention to these critical details and/or poor exegesis.

19. Further, once the erroneous idea surfaced that these two chapters were about the same subject matter and became entrenched as the correct interpretation, it has been nearly impossible to get people to reconsider their position, or recant their error.

20. However, there is no principle of hermeneutics that allows interpreters to superimpose the interpretation of one passage over another passage in clear violation of the language, grammar, and context.

7:1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel saw a dream and visions in his mind as he lay on his bed; then he wrote the dream down and related the following summary of it.  {pref. B + f.s.n.const. hn"v.—f.s.adj. dx;--pref. l + Belshazzar –king of Babylon—Daniel—Peal pf. 3ms hz"x]  to see or behold—m.s.n. ~l,xe—waw + m.p.n.const. Wzx/ what is seen, vision, appearances—m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. vare—prep. l[; + m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. bK;v.mi—pref. B + adv. !yId;a/--Peal pf. 3ms. bt;K. to write or inscribe—the dream—Peal pf. 3ms rm;a] to say or relate—m.s.n. vare head, beginning, “summary”—f.p.n. hL'mi things, matters} 
7:2 Daniel said, "I was looking in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea.  {Daniel—Peal part.m.s. hn"[' responding--waw + Peal part.m.s. rm;a]—Peal pf. 1s hw"h] periphrastic—Peal part.m.s. hz"x]—pref. B + m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. Wzx/ in my vision—prep. ~[i lit. with, in—d.a. + m.s.n. yleyle—waw + interj. Wra]—f.s.adj. [B;r>a;--f.p.n.const. x;Wr—d.a. + m.p.n. !yIm;v.—Aphel part.f.p  x;yGI to burst forth, to cause to burst out, stirring up—pref. l s.d.o.—d.a. + m.s.n. ~y:--d.a. + m.s.adj. br;} 
7:3 "And four great beasts were coming up from the sea, different from one another.  {waw + four—f.p.n. aw"yxe living things, beasts—Peal part.f.p. qles. arising, coming up—prep. !mi + d.a. + m.s.n. ~y:--Peal part.f.p. an"v' change, to be different—  f.s.adj. aD' this one—prep. !mi + f.s.adj. aD'}
Exposition vs. 1-3

1. This chapter continues the biblical Aramaic section of Daniel and will be the last one before reverting to Hebrew.

2. The book of Daniel now turns from various episodes in Daniel’s life to a series of visions and revelations that were granted to him in the latter part of his career

3. Daniel provides a chronological note at the beginning of the chapter to fix the precise time of this dream that was comprised of various visions.
4. While there is some disagreement as to how we are to date the first year of Belshazzar, a date of 553 BC satisfies all the data we have.

5. Nabonidus assumed the throne in about 555 BC, but Belshazzar did not assume the throne as co-regent for approximately two years.

6. The usual procedure of kings in that period was not to appoint the crown prince to actual kingly status until the father had reigned at least a few years as the sole monarch and established his rule.

7. This date is approximately 14 years before the fall of Babylon and the establishment of the Medo-Persian Empire under Cyrus the Great.

8. This dream occurred some nine years following the death of Nebuchadnezzar, who had ruled from 605-562 BC.

9. The timing of this dream, and its related visions, is critical to the correct interpretation of this chapter and is placed at the very beginning of the chapter to emphasize its importance.

10. As stated in the introduction to this chapter, Babylon is already present and cannot be a nation that will arise.
11. This dream (singular) occurs during one night and is comprised of a number of visual sights that were impressed on the mind of Daniel.

12. The fact that Daniel was sleeping in his bed emphasizes the absence of external stimulation that would have prompted this dream.

13. As it was, he was “dead to the world”, emphasizing the fact that this dream was a direct revelation from God.

14. If one truly accepts that Daniel understood the dream of chapter two and understood it clearly, why would this revelation be necessary if it is dealing with the exact same subject matter?

15. The dream was comprised of a number of visual phenomena that each have significance when properly identified.

16. Immediately upon awaking, Daniel makes certain that he does not forget any of the content of the dream, gets up, and writes down the particulars.

17. The document he penned has been preserved throughout history so that any believer since that time could study it profitably.  IITim. 3:16

18. Some have taken the verb related to mean that Daniel provided a verbal recitation of the dream to some of his contemporaries, which appears to be the case.

19. The use of the verbs answering and saying clearly indicates that this was related verbally to a person or persons.

20. Daniel employs the same periphrastic construction that has been used in Dan. 2:31, 4:10,13 to indicate that this was not merely a quick glance, but a fixed state in the dream.

21. In all usages of this construction, it appears that the subject was looking for something, namely information about the future.

22. These prophetic dreams were all given to men who had some interest in the future, fulfilling the seek and you will find principle.  Matt. 7:7

23. God obviously has a great interest in revealing His plan to those who are interested in the Divine viewpoint; however, He consistently hides His plan from those who are negative and don’t want to know the truth.  Matt. 11:25-26

24. As Daniel is looking in his dream, which he now classifies as a vision, he observes the tumultuous sea, being stirred up by four great winds.

25. The use of the term vision immediately classifies this as a divine revelation, although it takes place inside a dream.

26. The vision is not an image seen with the eyes, but a mystical experience that takes place in the mind of the prophet, with clearly defined mental images.

27. Exactly how the Old Testament prophets distinguished between dreams and night visions was merely by whether they were awake or not.

28. The first thing that Daniel sees arrests his attention and he seeks to arrest ours by the use of the term behold!
29. He observes a large sea that is in a state of tumult because it is being agitated by winds coming from the four directions of the compass.

30. The fact that the sea is called great has caused some to identify this as the Mediterranean Sea, but such is not the case.  Num. 34:6-7; Josh. 1:4

31. Here, we are dealing with a symbolic sea that is to be properly identified as the mass of Gentiles that dominates the world order just prior to the return of Christ.  Isa. 8:6-8, 17:12-13; Jere. 47:2; Rev. 13:1, 17:1-2

32. The reason that it is called a great sea is to emphasize the vast numbers of humanity that are involved.

33. The phrase the four winds of heaven is used only here and in Daniel 8:8.

34. The term x;Wr (ruach—wind) has a corresponding Hebrew form and can be translated wind, breath, or spirit, depending on context.

35. There are spiritual forces acting on the human race that, like the wind, are unseen and yet still very powerful.  Acts 2:2

36. The nations of the last days are pictured as being in great turmoil, churning in reaction and revolt against God, engaging in a Satanic conspiracy to cast off the rule of God permanently.  Ps. 2:1ff

37. The fact that these four winds are from Heaven is designed to emphasize the fact that God still controls the spiritual forces, advancing history according to His perfect plan via His unseen sovereignty.  Rev. 7:1

38. The fact that the four winds are mentioned is designed to demonstrate that these four kingdoms arise in very different parts of the world, one from the north, south, east and west.

39. As Daniel observes the raging sea, he sees four great beasts coming up, using a Peal participle that portrays simultaneous action; all four of the beasts come up together.
40. This is designed to demonstrate the fact that all four beasts are present on the earth at the same time. 

41. Daniel observes that all four of the beasts were different, emphasizing the fact that he looked at all four and compared them to each other.
42. The fact that Daniel notices that the beasts all differ from one another is to emphasize the difference in race, culture, and geographic origin of the nations involved.
43. Their very nature as beasts is to underscore that these kingdoms are cruel and dominated by the lower nature of man; they are not honorable, especially in their dealings with Israel.
44. The four beasts are described by the adjective great, indicating that these are rather large kingdoms and not some insignificant national entities.
45. Therefore, knowing that the final beast is present on earth at the time of the final seven years and the Second Advent, we must confine our search for these nations to the time just preceding the end.
7:4 "The first was like a lion and had the wings of an eagle. I kept looking until its wings were plucked, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man; a human mind also was given to it.  {d.a. + f.s.n. ym'd>q; former or first –pref. K + m.s.n hyEr>a;--waw + pref. l + 3fs suff., to it “it had”—f.p.n. @G:--rel.part. yDi const. state—m.s.n. rv;n> 2X, eagle—Peal pf. 3ms hw"h] periphrastic—Peal part.m.s. hz"x] –prep. d[;--rel.part. yDi not translated—f.p.n.const. + 3ms suff. @G:--Peil pf. 3mp jr;m. 1X, Hebrew term means to make smooth by pulling out, like hair, to pull out or pluck off –waw + Peil pf. 3fs. lj;n> feminine to agree with the word beast—prep. !mi + d.a. + f.s.n. [r;a]—waw + Hophal pf. 3fs mWq was caused to arise or stand—prep. l[; + f.dual.n. lg<r,--pref. K + m.s.n. vn"a/--waw + m.s.n bb;l. heart, mind—a man—Peil pf. 3ms bh;y> --pref. l + 3fs suff.}
Exposition vs. 4

1. The beasts of chapter seven are mentioned in order of their relative strength, beginning with the king of the jungle and moving to the bear and then the leopard.

2. The first beast Daniel observes is clearly the one that arrested his attention, having the appearance of a lion with a pair of eagle’s wings on its back.

3. Both of these animals are predators; the lion is the king of the beasts of the earth, and the eagle is the unquestioned ruler of the air.

4. Both these animals are powerful in their domain and both are exceedingly swift in their travel.

5. The lion is the second largest member of the feline family in the world, with only the tiger being physically larger.

6. Lions are the only social cats and they live together in groups called prides, which are family groups in which all the females are related.

7. A pride of lions identifies its territory by loud roaring or by physically marking the trees or rocks with a scent; they will live in the territory they have staked out and defend it from any outside aggression.

8. Male lions recognize the value of coalitions for acquiring and defending territory, having an unconditional affection for their partners.

9. Males will always cooperate with each other in defending their territory from any intruder, even when they are outnumbered.

10. As Daniel keeps looking, suggesting a passage of some time, the lion has its wings torn off by some unseen outside force; the verb jr;m. (merat) is used in the Peil stem, which is passive.

11. Following the removal of the wings, the lion has to be lifted from the ground by an outside force; once again, the verb is in the Peil stem (passive).

12. The lion appears to have no power apart from the wings of the eagle; once they are plucked off, the lion is without strength.

13. The transformation of the lion continues following the violent removal of its wings and an outside agent lifts it up and causes it to stand on two feet like a man.
14. After being stood upright, the lion is given the heart/mind of a man, suggesting a fundamental change in the nature of the lion.

15. This is clearly an improvement in its status as a beast, as it is transformed into something that is more human and clearly superior to lower life forms.

16. Interpreters are almost unanimous in identifying this first beast as historic Babylon, correctly noting that a lion is used as a symbol for that nation and its king.

17. However, almost all interpreters are lacking the understanding that there are a number of Babylons in scripture.

18. There are at least three Babylons mentioned: historic Babylon (BH), religious Babylon (BR), and prophetic Babylon (BP), and this does not include the figurative uses of the word.  IPet. 5:13

19. There is plenty of biblical and historic evidence to prove the existence of historic Babylon, beginning with the tower.  Gen. 10:10, 11:9; IChron. 9:1; Ezra 1:1

20. Two distinct divisions, the political and the religious, characterized the Babylonian kingdom.

21. Both continue to exist in human history and religious Babylon, the mystery cult of the mother and son, now exists as the Roman Catholic Church.  Rev. 17:5

22. The political or prophetic Babylon must be identified as the United States, whose symbol is not the lion.  Rev. 18; Isa. 13,21,47; Jere. 50,51

23. In Ezekiel 17:3-6, the great eagle is directly identified as relating to historic Babylon.

24. Armed with this information, we can correctly interpret the symbolism of the first beast of Daniel 7.

25. There is no question that the eagle is THE SYMBOL of the United States of America; in fact, it is our national bird, chosen on June 20, 1782, when we adopted the Great Seal.

26. The eagle is stamped on our coins, and used in many places to symbolize our authority.

27. The eagle represents freedom, living in solitary grandeur, having no one who is truly his equal and, as such, is used as the emblem of a country that promises freedom in word, thought, and opportunity.

28. The eagle is found on the Great Seal, showing its fully extended wings, having on his breast a shield with thirteen perpendicular red and white stripes, holding an olive branch in its right talon and a bundle of 13 arrows in its left.

29. It holds a scroll in its beak, inscribed with the motto, “E pluribus unum”, meaning out of many, one.
30. Having properly identified the United States with the eagle’s wings, the fact that those wings come from the lion is designed to portray the reality that our nation has its cultural, legal, and political roots in another nation, Great Britain.  Jere. 50:12

31. The time lapse during which Daniel watched until the wings were torn off relates to the time the United States existed in human history as an entity separate from, but originating in, the British Empire.

32. This nation was established on the principle of religious freedom, and ultimately gained its freedom from Britain by means of a revolutionary war.

33. Like the lion, the British did not quickly or easily give up their claim to the new lands of America, which they viewed as a British settlement.

34. A series of important events (the Boston Massacre, The Boston Tea Party, and the Stamp Act) brought things to a head, and the Revolutionary War secured the independence of the colonies from the lion king.

35. The eagle, although now existing independently of the crown, still has its historical roots in England, and has continued to maintain open relations.

36. It has and will continue to exist in history until such time as God can no longer tolerate the increasing evil in the nation.

37. The wings are ripped off by an outside agent (God) and symbolizes the administration of the fifth cycle of discipline on the United States, some three years after the rapture.  Isa. 13:6

38. The fact that the wings are removed and never seen again is analogous to the complete removal of the United States from history.  Isa. 13:20; Jere. 51:37-43

39. That the lion is devoid of power after the wings are removed illustrates that Britain is now dependent on the United States politically, economically, and militarily.

40. However, once God removes our nation, Britain will be elevated as seen in the fact that the lion is lifted up and given the heart of a man.

41. This teaches us that there will be a fundamental change in Great Britain that will far surpass anything we have seen in America or England before.

42. This change is indicative of the fact that there will be a lot of positive volition that surfaces and many will orient to the truth of doctrine.

43. This change from a beast of prey into a human informs us about the great spiritual transformation that will come to pass in the British Isles following the destruction of the U.S.  Ezek. 36:26

44. In many cases, those who trust in something other than the Lord find it much easier to orient to doctrine following the destruction of what they have relied on for so long.

45. The British reliance on the U.S. will cease, while their policies of humanistic socialism will be replaced with the truths of the Bible under the righteous reign of Christ.

46. The British Coat of Arms shows a lion standing and has many items that find their source in the Bible including the harp of David, symbolizing the acceptance of the Davidic Covenant.

47. The lion as the king of the beasts is a very fitting symbol for Britain, who ruled an empire that spanned the globe at the height of its power.

48. At its peak, the British Empire was the largest formal empire that the world had ever known, stretching all over the known world, shaping it in all manner of ways.

49. The British Empire included land in America, Canada, South America, Africa, Australia, India, Pakistan, Southeast Asia, and the Middle East, not to mention Britain,  Scotland, and Ireland.

50. The British Empire, when combined with American influence, has held sway over the globe since the late 18th century.

51. The lion with the eagle’s wings is listed first in Daniel since it was far and away the predominant power during its high point in history.

52. This beast corresponds to the west wind, and is the westernmost of the the four empires in this chapter.

Doctrine of the Fig Tree

Introduction to the US in Prophecy

Doctrine of the US in Prophecy

7:5 "And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear. And it was raised up on one side, and three ribs were in its mouth between its teeth; and thus they said to it, 'Arise, devour much meat!'  {waw + interj. Wra]—f.s.n. aw"yxe living creature, beast—f.s.adj. !r'x\a'—f.s.adj. !y"n>Ti a second one—Peal part.f.s. hm'D. 2x, to resemble, to be like something—pref. l s.d.o. + m.s.n bDo a bear—waw + Hophal pf. 3fs mWq she was caused to rise or stand—pref. l + m.s.n rj;f. 1X, the side—m.s.adj. dx; one—waw + three—f.p.n. tl'T. 1X, rib, similar to Heb. [loc—pref. B + m.s.n. + 3fs suff. ~Pu—prep. !yBe—f.p.n.const. + 3fp suff. !ve—waw + adv. !Ke thus or so—Peal part.m.p. rm;a] they are saying—pref. l + 2fs suff.—Peal imperv.f.s.  mWq arise—Peal imperv.f.s. lk;a] eat—m.s.n. rf;B. flesh—m.s.adj. ayGIf; much or many} 

Exposition vs. 5

1. With the phrase And behold, another beast, a second one, Daniel begins to focus his attention and ours on beast number two.

2. The constant repetition of the command to look or behold is designed not only to convey the supreme importance of the information, but Daniel’s astonishment at what he is observing.

3. Once again, if this were simply a recapitulation of what he already knows from chapter two, this would be entirely inappropriate.

4. The second beast resembled a bear, a large mammal, much larger than a lion, which is another carnivore.

5. They are found throughout most of the Northern Hemisphere, but the highest concentrations are found in Eurasia, primarily located in the countries that comprised the former Soviet Union.

6. While the bear may appear bulky and slow, weighing as much as 825 pounds, they have strong legs and are very quick, attaining speeds of 35 miles per hour for a short distance.

7. The bear, like most wild creatures, seeks foods that will return the highest nutritional value for the least expenditure of energy.

8. Due to their large size, most bears require a very high caloric intake of food, consuming 80 to 90 pounds of food per day during the peak feeding season.

9. During late summer and early fall, when all bears are preparing to hibernate, they have a need to gain as much weight as possible.

10. The arrival of cold weather causes the bear to undergo a remarkable transformation as it prepares for hibernation.

11. The bear stops eating and becomes increasingly lethargic, enters a cave, digs out a den, or holes up in a tree.

12. During the period of hibernation, when the bear appears to be dead, its heart rate slows to 8-10 beats per minute and its metabolism slows down by half, and the bear can lose as much as 30-40% of its body weight.

13. The bear will be lethargic upon awaking and during its initial emergence from the den, but quickly resumes its normal foraging pattern as it completes the cycle of life.

14. The beast Daniel observed was raised up on one side, employing the Hophal stem, the causative passive stem in biblical Aramaic.

15. An outside force caused the bear to be higher on one side than it was on the other; it was pushing up or propping up the bear.

16. Daniel observes that the bear has three ribs in its mouth, between its teeth, which appear to be the remains of a meal that it had previously ingested.

17. It almost seems that the ribs between its teeth are the remains of something it had eaten prior to hibernation.

18. Some unnamed persons then instruct the bear to come out of hibernation, arise, and devour much flesh.
19. The bear is a symbol for the most well-known bear of the last days, the Soviet Union.

20. The fact that it is propped up on one side by an outside agent is indicative of the Soviet reliance on western technology and capital in order to continue its existence.

21. The Soviet Union (or whatever name they are using today) has the world’s most powerful military, but a very poor economy.

22. While the citizens of Russia suffer crushing problems, the United States has continued through the years to prop up the Bear with military technology and working capital.

23. This began as early as the Bolshevik Revolution, the financing for which came from the super capitalists of the west, families such as the Rockefellers.

24. Their goal was and is world domination; they employ any tactic that is necessary to achieve their aims, including support of the Marxist/Socialist/Communist State that has vowed to bury us.

25. In a three-volume expose’, Anthony Sutton proves conclusively that there is hardly a segment of the Soviet economy that is not a direct result of the transference of Western (primarily American) technology.

26. We have propped up the Russian bear for decades, although the average citizen is totally unaware of the strange alliance between Soviet socialism and the super capitalists of the last days.

27. An important tool for the looting of American taxpayers and support of the Soviet Communists has been the Import-Export Bank (Ex-im), which began to finance trade with the Soviets in 1972 under then president Nixon.

28. This system basically established a method for the rich capitalists to sell all their products to whomever they wanted with no fear of loss, our government (your tax dollars) guaranteeing payment in the event of Soviet default.

29. Over the course of decades, we have increased the Soviets’ potential to make war, (by selling them only non-strategic items) all the while spending over 90 billion dollars a year for national defense.

30. The sale of these non-strategic items (such as rifle cleaner, computers, hardware, petroleum products, chemical compounds, machinery, and scientific instruments) is the basis for the manufacture of strategic items, like machine guns, tanks, and other weapons of war.

31. The Viet Cong and North Vietnamese received over 85% of their military from Russia and the Soviet bloc states, using that to kill some 55,000 Americans in a war in which the U.S. effectively financed and equipped both sides!

32. American capitalists in the last days have effectively financed world communism by propping up the bear, but it is a mistake they will live to regret, when the bear is aroused and employs its thermonuclear arsenal against the West.  James 5:1ff

33. The three ribs in the mouth of the bear (the remnants of a previous meal) indicate three specific groups that are under Soviet control, having been previously eaten (defeated militarily) by the bear.

34. The word ribs is used only here in biblical Aramaic and has the nuance of that which is on the side, that which supports.

35. This would seem to indicate that the ribs were Soviet supporters that were later attacked by the bear.

36. There are a number of incidents in history where the bear has turned and attacked its own people, but perhaps one of the most recent concerned Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania, which are about the three smallest of the Balkan provinces.

37. Some unnamed speakers, who seem to be rousing it from hibernation when it would be the hungriest, address the bear.

38. The hibernation phase is where we currently stand in history, the vast majority believing that the bear is no longer a threat to international peace.

39. It is immediately after the hibernation when the bear is commanded to arise, devour much meat.
40. This is the command to begin using its massive military force to destroy the U.S., employing thermonuclear war during the third year of Daniel’s 70th week.  Isa. 13:6-8

41. The unnamed speakers are angelic beings that urge the bear to this particular course of action.

42. God has specifically declared that He is the agent who brings this sudden destruction on America, executing His wrath on those who are so arrogant.  Isa. 13:2-3

43. He will use a confederacy that includes the Soviet Union, Iran, Ethiopia, Libya, Germany, and Turkey.  Ezek. 38:2-6

44. While it may seem strange that Germany, a nation in the EU, would cooperate with Russia, it has been reported that Gerhard Schroeder, the German Chancellor, has stated, “Russia is a key factor in European stability and both Germany and NATO must develop a long range security partnership with Moscow”.
45. Further, Dr. Javier Solana, a high representative of the EU, has exhibited visible interest in a close working relationship between the Russian military and the planned EU rapid reaction force.

46. This animal corresponds to the north wind, expressly declared to come from the remote parts of the north.  Ezek. 38:6

47. The passage in Ezekiel clearly identifies the invader as Russia:

a. Magog was the second son of Japheth, one of the three sons of Noah. His descendants inhabited what is now Western Russia.  Gen. 10:2

b. Meshech and Tubal were also sons of Japheth who settled in what is now Russia, around the Black Sea, and migrated northward.  Gen. 10:2

1. Meshech was the founder of a barbarous people called the Moschi, who dwelt in the Moschian.  Moschi is derived from the Hebrew name Meshech and is the source of the name for the city of Moscow.

2. Tubal was the founder of the Tibereni, who still dwell north of the Black Sea.

c. Rosh was a designation for tribes which lived north of the Taurus Mountains in the neighborhood of the Volga River.  It is from this that the name Rosh (Russ) was derived, the first historic trace of the Russian nation.

48. The propaganda that is being circulated in the U.S. currently indicates that we have nothing to fear, the bear has lost its claws and we can effectively manage any threat it has posed.

49. The Cooperative Threat Reduction Act (CTR) is designed to help the countries of the former Soviet Union to destroy nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons of mass destruction, establish verifiable safeguards against the proliferation of these weapons, and reduce their delivery systems.

50. Sam Nunn (D-Ga.) and Richard Lugar (R-Ind.) persuaded congress to pass this act to provide assistance to the independent republics of Ukraine, Kazakhstan, and Belarus for dismantling or safely storing their weapons of mass destruction (WMD).

51. However, the program has evolved into a Pentagon bureaucracy (can you believe it?); the need for the aid has waned, and the central purpose of destroying WMD has never been fulfilled.

52. The newly independent states (NIS) clearly revealed that they had no intention of keeping nuclear weapons in their borders but planned to return the weapons to Russia, which they have largely completed.

53. Originally, the U.S. plan was to account for all former Soviet warheads by inventorying and tagging all the nuclear weapons and placing them under secure safeguards; however, Moscow refused to give the U.S. access to their nuclear weapons, so inventorying and tagging became impossible.

54. American aid, via CTR funds, has eased the Russian military budget woes, freeing resources for defense modernization and financing such things as the war in Chechnya.

55. A Harvard University panel concluded that the fundamental issue is that Russia wants to remain a great power and their nuclear complex is one of their last legitimate claims to that status.

56. That same panel of experts concluded that, because of inadequate controls of the former Soviet nuclear weapons establishment, the threat of nuclear catastrophe is now greater than at any time since the height of the Cold War and is the gravest national security threat facing the United States today.

57. With the end of the cold war, most Americans have been led by the media to falsely believe that the threat of confrontation with the Soviet Union and the threat of global nuclear war are now over.

58. During the past seventy years, the Soviet leadership has skillfully used the strategy of deception against the West.

59. On January 14, 1960, Nikita Krushchev made a speech to the Supreme Soviet in which he said “The Soviets intend to conceal vast reserves of missiles and warheads, hiding them in places throughout the expansive Soviet Union where the Imperialists could not spot them.  Later they could be launched in a nuclear war.”
60. In 1978, a quote from an official in the Soviet Council of Ministers stated that “perestroika is expressly designed to enhance Soviet military capability and combat readiness.”
61. The highest-ranking defector from the Soviet bloc intelligence community, General Major Jan Sajna, revealed that the Soviet master plan involved a surprise military attack on the U.S. and the allies, which would occur after a period of unprecedented Soviet peace concessions.

62. This is exactly what we see revealed in the prophetic word; so do not fall prey to the deception that the hibernating bear is no longer a threat.

63. The Soviet Union is merely biding its time until the opportunity seems to be available to execute their plan.

64. However, we know that the timing depends on God’s plan and that He orchestrates the great events of human history; He will rouse the sleeping bear in His time.

7:6 "After this I kept looking, and behold, another one, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird; the beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it.  {pref. B + m.s.n rt;a] used of time, after—m.s.adj. hn"D>--Peal pf. 2ms hw"h] periphrastic—Peal part.m.s. hz"x]—waw + interject. Wra look, behold!—f.s.adj. !r'x\a'—pref. K + m.s.n. rm;n> 1X, a leopard—waw + pref. l + 3fs suff. and to it, “it had”—prep. l[; + m.p.n.const. + 3fs suff. bG: lit its sides—f.s.adj. [B;r>a;--f.p.n. wings—rel.part. yDi const. state—m.s.n. @A[--waw + f.s.adj. four—m.p.n.const. vare—pref. l + d.a. + f.s.n. aw"yxe living creature, beast—waw + m.s.n. !j'l.v' dominion, the right to rule—Peil pf. 3ms bh;y> passive, was given—pref. l + 3fs suff.}
Exposition vs. 6

1. Daniel continues to observe the symbolic animals rising from the sea, now moving to the third one.

2. He once again expresses his astonishment at what he sees and directs us to pay attention by using the interjection, behold!
3. The third animal/beast/living creature is one that resembled a leopard, having four wings that extended out from the sides or upper back of the animal.

4. The leopard is actually a member of the panther party (panthera pardus), with an average body weight of 100-150 pounds, reaching a size of 4 feet, with a tail that is often half of that bodily size.

5. It is the third largest of the six big cats, which include lions, tigers, leopards, cougars, jaguars, and cheetahs.

6. There are three specific types of leopards (although there are many subspecies): the common leopard, the snow leopard, and the clouded leopard.

7. The animal commonly known as the black panther is actually a melanistic leopard, found most generally in the forested areas of India and Southeast Asia.

8. The leopard is found primarily in Africa, through the Sinai Peninsula, into Arabia and the Middle East, extending as far east as China and Korea.

9. The leopard is a versatile hunter and generally nocturnal in it pursuit of prey, although the female raising young will resort to hunting during daylight hours.

10. Leopards are incredibly strong, with powerful limb and neck muscles allowing it to carry  prey that weighs up to three times its own body weight.

11. The acquisition of prey is a culmination of a series of stereotyped actions including stalking, chasing, and pouncing.

12. The cat’s ability to move with ease and to remain motionless for long periods of time (often up to 30 minutes until it can creep closer for the final dash) is a key to its successful hunting.

13. Unlike most carnivores, these cats have retractable claws, which are extended to help grasp and slash the prey, and when not in use are retracted into protective sheaths.

14. This permits only the soft pads of the foot to touch the ground surface, resulting in the silent stalking characteristically attributed to cats.

15. However, the ability to extend the razor sharp claws during the chase provides the cat with exceptional traction and the ability to attack, secure, and control the prey.

16. While the leopard is not as massive as the lion or tiger and cannot crush its prey with overpowering strength, it relies instead on speed and aggression to make up for any lack of power.

17. The cat is extremely quick and agile, running at speeds approaching 40 miles per hour, having the ability to leap 20 feet horizontally and 10 feet vertically.

18. The leopard attacks with a series of relentless assaults, unconcerned about blocking,  retaliation, or being hit.

19. The leopard de-emphasizes blocking because it is an inherently slow action: you have to see the attack coming, move quickly enough to intercept the attack, and then actually deflect the strike, all in a very short period of time.

20. The leopard devotes itself to all out attack, forcing the defender to devote all his attention to blocking rather than counter-attacking.

21. The leopard knows that eventually one or more of its attacks will get through the opponent’s defense simply by overloading it with relentless aggression.

22. The leopard seen by Daniel had on its back four wings of a bird, indicating an even greater ability to move rapidly.

23. The animal had four heads, pointing to a four-fold political division in the third empire of the last days.

24. Heads are used like mountains in prophetic language to refer to political kingdoms or nations.

25. While the lion conjures up the thought of kingly royalty, such as you might find in the monarchy of Great Britain, the leopard conjures up the thoughts of an exotic and speedy predator.

26. This animal corresponds to the wind from the east and is used to teach the great military threat from the communist orient.

27. The four wings indicate that the oriental block of nations will be able to mobilize and attack much faster than men can imagine.

28. The four heads portray the four specific groups that will consolidate power under the communist Chinese and include Japan, Korea, and Vietnam.

29. China, North Vietnam, and North Korea are already fully committed to communism, continually frightening those around them with the threat of missile attack.

30. Once the U.S. is out of the picture, those around these three communist powers will have to join them or face the prospect of certain annihilation, much like Greece and Crete faced before Hitler’s power.

31. This animal is also observed in the book of Revelation, where it is referred to as the kings of the East.  Rev. 16:12

32. The phrase in the Greek basile,wn tw/n avpo. avnatolh/j h`li.ou (basileon ton apo anatoles heliou) literally means from the rising of the sun, indicating that it is a far-eastern confederacy in view.

33. Like the leopard, this massive 200,000,000 man army will not concern themselves with defense, instead choosing to attack wave after wave, knowing that they can overcome their opponent by sheer numbers.

34. Like the hibernating bear, this threat is no less real because you are unaware of it; this leopard waits mysteriously for the proper time to pounce on the prey, teaching the inscrutable nature of the oriental mind.

35. The major obstacle this large army will have to overcome when they decide to march to the west is the Euphrates River, something for which God has made provision.  Rev. 16:12

36. This river has figured prominently in military history; it is some 1800 miles in length, from 300-1200 yards wide, from 10-30 feet deep, and is generally not fordable at any time.

37. God’s plan calls for this mighty river to be dried up so that the oriental military block, probably led by China, can come into the land of Israel to meet its judgment in the final 3½ years of Daniel’s 70th week.

38. A television documentary on Red China, The Voice of the Dragon made frequent references to the boast of the Chinese that they can field a “people’s army” of 200 million men.

39. Like all world kingdoms, the right to rule is provided by God, as seen in the use of the passive verb was given.
40. God has decreed that the kings of the East will rule during this critical period of history, but that will be taken away from all the beasts at the time of the Second Advent.

41. However, except for the United States, all these animals (Great Britain, Russia, and the Oriental confederacy) will have a Millennial history.  Dan. 7:12

42. This animal corresponds to the east wind that is blowing on the sea, being the easternmost kingdom of the last days.

43. Several people have noted that a multi-headed, winged leopard is found on oriental temples.

7:7 "After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed, and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from every beast that was present with it, and it had ten horns.  { pref. B + m.s.n rt;a] used of time, after—m.s.adj. hn"D>--Peal pf. 2ms hw"h] periphrastic—Peal part.m.s. hz"x]—pref. B + m.p.n.const. Wzx/--d.a. + m.s.n. yleyle—and behold!—f.s.adj. y['ybir> fourth—f.s.n. aw"yxe—Peal pass.part. lx;D> verb means to fear, being feared, something dreadful or frightening—waw + f.s.adj. !t'm.yae 1X, the Hebrew cognate is translated terror or terrifying and connotes great fear—waw + f.s.adj. @yQiT; strong or mighty, cf. Dan. 2:40—f.s.adj. ryTiy: exceeding, surpassing—waw + f.dual.n. !ve teeth--rel.part. yDi const.state—m.s.n. lz<r>P;--f.p.adj. br;--pref. l + 3fs suff.—Peal part.f.s lk;a] –waw + Aphel part.f.s. qq;D> crushing or shattering—waw + Peal part.f.s. sp;r> 2X, to walk on, to tread or trample down—d.a. + m.s.n ra'v. 12X, that which is left over, the rest, remainder or remnant—pref. B + f.p.n.const. + 3fs suff. lg<r,--waw + pron. 3fs ayhi she, the beast—Pael pass.part.f.s hn"v' lit. to change, to be different—prep. !mi + m.s.n. lKo—d.a. + f.s.n. aw"yxe lit. from every beast--rel.part. yDi—prep. + 3fs suff. ~d'q\ in its presence, that was present with it—waw + pref. l + 3fs suff. to it, “it had”—f.s.adj. rf;[] 10—f.dual.n. !r,q, horns}  
Exposition vs. 7

1. Having examined the first three beasts in detail, Daniel turns his attention to the fourth living creature that arose from the turbulent sea.

2. Daniel is obviously fascinated by what he is seeing and consistently uses a periphrastic construction to express his intent observation of these creatures.

3. One reason for his rapt attention is the fact that Daniel did not have any clue as to what these creatures portrayed.  Dan. 7:16

4. Once again Daniel commands the reader to pay attention, emphasizing the importance of the information he records.

5. As he contemplates the fourth creature, Daniel does not liken the beast to any natural predator that is found on earth.

6. This beast is not depicted by an animal at all; it is a monster unlike anything that Daniel had ever seen.

7. Daniel spends more time observing this beast than he did the other three, giving a more detailed description about this very strange looking creature.

8. Before he begins to give us a description of the animal, Daniel gives a description of the impact that this sight had on him personally.

9. The first term dreadful has been used four times previously in this book and comes from a root that means to fear.
10. The peal passive participle means that which inspires fear or trepidation, and is translated by such words as awesome or dreadful.

11. The second term by which Daniel describes the beast is used only here and corresponds to a Hebrew term that connotes the concept of fear. 

12. Gesenius takes it to mean that which stuns or stupefies one, that which reduces one to a state of puzzlement, bewilderment, or astonishment.

13. The final term he uses to describe this creature deals with its overpowering strength or might.

14. Daniel observed that the beast had large iron teeth, with which is was eating its prey, crushing it with the teeth that were so hard that nothing could withstand their massive power.

15. Anything that fell from the mouth of this bizarre creature was trampled down by its feet.

16. Daniel is amazed by this sight and makes note that this creature was nothing like any of the other creatures that existed in its presence.

17. The use of the preposition md'q\ (qadham—before, in its presence) forces the interpreter to recognize that all these beasts existed contemporaneously.

18. The final observation Daniel makes is that the creature had ten horns, presumably on its head.

19. This verse presents the south wind, the final major player in the events that will consummate with the return of Christ.

20. This beast represents a 10-nation confederacy that will ultimately be ruled by Antichrist himself.

21. The beast is the one tie point between chapter two and this chapter, being placed last in both passages.

22. In Daniel 2, the feet and toes are the last part of the image, indicating that this confederation would be found at the end of human history.

23. The iron in both passages is used to convey that this kingdom has incredible military strength, since iron was the hardest of any material known to the ancient world.

24. The iron of the statue was clearly identified as the Roman Empire, displacing the empire of Greece and ruling the world for some six centuries.

25. This beast was different from those in its presence for several reasons:

a. It is totally unlike the other beasts in that it is not a single racial group or nation but is an aberration, something that does not exist naturally.

b. It is the only beast that has two distinct incarnations.

c. It is the only beast that had a gradual growth and decline, in contrast to the sudden rise of the other empires of history.

d. While the other animals are world superpowers, this beast is not initially, but will ultimately surpass them in that regard.

26. The legs of iron in chapter two represented the first incarnation of the power that was ancient Rome.

27. The feet and ten toes portray the revival of the Roman Empire in latter history, actually occurring at the very end of human history and being destroyed by Jesus Christ Himself.  Dan. 2:34,44-45
28. The treaty that established the European Common Market was drafted in Rome on March 25, 1957, and put into action in 1958.

29. This treaty, which was designed to establish the member nations as a single, unified European Community, was originally endorsed by six member nations: Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands.

30. It has subsequently been endorsed by Denmark, Greece, Spain, Ireland, Portugal, Great Britain, and Northern Ireland, resolving to mark a new stage in the process of European integration in the European Communities.
31. The specific goal is the ending of the division of the European continent and the need to create firm bases for the construction of the future Europe.
32. This treaty is designed to confirm the solidarity that binds Europe and the overseas countries and desiring to ensure the development of their prosperity, in accordance with the principles of the Charter of the United Nations.
33. In December, 1991, in the small town of Maastricht in the Netherlands, the European Union (EU) established the Maastricht Treaty, which was implemented to give the EU an opportunity to become a political and economic world superpower.

34. The treaty provides for a single European currency, common citizenship, common foreign and security policy, a more effective European Parliament, and a common labor policy.

35. Since all twelve countries above have approved and/or ratified this treaty, its monetary policies have been set in action.

36. Preparation for the Euro (the common currency that started in January, 1999) began several years ago when policymakers decided that a common European currency would be the best way to pull together the continent as a global political and economic power.

37. On the weekend of May 1-3, 1998, eleven member nations of the EU met the economic criteria required by the Maastricht Treaty to join together in a common currency: Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, and Spain.

38. While Greece was the only remaining member that did not meet the economic criteria, the United Kingdom, Sweden, and Denmark did meet it but decided not to join in a currency union at that time.

39. These treaties have laid the groundwork for what we know will ultimately be a confederation of exactly ten member nations that will fulfill the prophecies in Daniel 2 and Daniel 7.

40. Some have suggested that the EU is actively working towards establishing a common Euro-Mediterranean area of peace, prosperity, and stability, thus cooperating with the PLO, Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan and Algeria to create a Free Trade Area.  Yassar Arafat has urged the EU to get involved in the Palestinian situation.
41. In fact, the Arabs have long seen the European countries as being more sympathetic to their cause than the U.S., which they regard as biased towards Israel because of military and strategic ties.

42. This is the groundwork for the organization that we will refer to as the Revived Roman Empire (RRE), as the EU seeks to control the basic territory that was controlled by the original Roman Empire.

43. While the EU may not appear very formidable at this point, it will become the dominant force in world events, eventually using its considerable power in the Middle East conflict.

44. The teeth of iron that eat and crush its prey indicate that this union will evolve into a massive military force comparable to the might that was Imperial Rome, which was known for conquests that were unparalleled for their severity and thoroughness.

45. The devouring and crushing refer to military conquest, subjugation, and destruction; this beast operates through a reign of terror, inspiring fear in anyone who sees it.

46. As several interpreters have noticed, Rome could never get enough of conquest, having no interest in allowing the conquered nations to be developed; it let the nations be crushed and stamped underfoot.

47. The term remainder has a Hebrew counterpart that is clearly used of the remnant of believing Jews in the last days.  Isa. 10:20-22, 11:11

48. This beast, the RRE, will not militarily subjugate or destroy Israel, as seen in the fact that they are not eaten and chewed as the other enemies of the RRE will be.

49. However, the fact that this beast tramples down the remainder with its feet is designed to indicate that they will engage in persecution of the Jews.  Dan. 7:21,25; Rev. 13:7

50. The term horns is used in the Word of God to symbolize power, in this case the ten political rulers of the European nations in the last days.

51. Following the fall of the USSR and the rise of the U.S. as the only world superpower, the EU has grown over the years to be a viable economic force; it is a major trading partner with the U.S., generating billions of dollars in trade.

52. The EU states have forged into something that is compatible in terms of economic importance, and the EU is growing rapidly in terms of political clout.

53. As one reported has stated, “All EU members are part of the United Nations and are also members of NATO; when the EU is truly unified politically, it could be a juggernaut (an object or belief calling for blind devotion and ruthless sacrifice), so much so that there has been talk of calling the EU a superpower.”

54. The official poster for the United States of Europe shows ten stars (actually 10 inverted stars or pentegrams), with a notable eleventh star in the center, all sitting over the unfinished tower of Babel, with a sign stating Europe: Many tongues, one voice.
7:8 "While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a little one, came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth uttering great boasts.  {Peal pf. 1s hw"h] periphrastic, I became—Hithpaal part.m.s. lk;v. to think about something, to contemplate for the purpose of gaining insight—pref. B + d.a. + f.p.n. !r,q,--behold!—a horn, another—f.s.adj. ry[ez> 1X, little or small—

Peal pf. 3fs qlis.  to ascend, to come up or arise—prep. !yBe + 3mp suff.—waw + f.s.adj. tl'T.— prep. !mi + d.a. + f.p.n. !r,q,--d.a. + f.p.adj. ym'd>q; the first ones, the former ones—Ithpeel pf. 3ms rq;[] 1X. Hebrew cognate means to pluck up or root up, when used of countries it means to overthrow, to crush militarily—prep. !mi + prep. ~d'q\ + 3fs suff. lit. from its presence—waw + interjection Wla]—pref. B + d.a. + f.s.n. !r,q,--d.a. + f.s.adj. aD'—f.p.n. !yI[;--pref. K + f.p.n.const. !yI[;--d.a. + m.s.n. vn"a/--waw + m.s.n. ~Pu mouth—Pael part. m.s. ll;m.  to speak or say—f.p.adj. br;} 
Exposition vs. 8

1. As Daniel continued to observe this strange beast in the night visions, his attention was attracted by a small horn, separate from the first ten.

2. The interpretation provided later in this chapter by an angel indicates that the ten horns represent ten kings/kingdoms in the last days that are unified into a single entity.  Dan. 7:24

3. The little horn that arises among them is an eleventh king.  Dan. 7:24

4. The term contemplating has a Hebrew equivalent and is broadly used to indicate such ideas as insight, prudence, attention, or success.

5. The nuance of the word here is to study something intently in order to figure it out, to have insight and comprehension in a matter.

6. The period of time Daniel was contemplating the ten horns is analagous to the time in history that these ten nations exist, prior to the appearance of the little horn.

7. Horns in the Word of God emphasize power; in this case, the political, economic, and military power of the ten unified nations.

8. The ten horns in our passage surface again in the book of Revelation and are the same ten horns found in several passages there.  Rev. 12:3, 13:1, 17:3,7,12,16

9. The great sign of Revelation 12:3 indicates that Satan’s master plan to rule the world would involve a ten-nation political confederacy that would be quite compatible with the mother/son cult.  Rev. 17:3

10. There can be little doubt that the European nations are very comfortable with modern Catholicism.

11. In fact, a group called Opus Dei (Work of God) is one of the most powerful and reactionary organizations in the Roman Catholic Church today, functioning as the Pope’s right arm.

12. Although this organization boasts only about 100,000 members, its influence is completely out of proportion to the number of its member, thanks to its strategy of recruiting and working in academic circles to a highly educated elite.

13. In Europe, Opus Dei has concentrated with strategic precision on vital activities: opinion- forming among academics, involvement with the medical community, and a political presence in the highest levels of governments and European political institutions, completing a direct line from the Vatican to the secular heart of Europe.

14. As Daniel observes the ten horns, he notices a much smaller horn arising in the middle of the previous ten.

15. This is designed to teach that the ten nations of the EU will be present and in power at the time the Antichrist appears in human history.

16. This little horn does not appear to have the same power that the others horns have; however, it is responsible for the military defeat and subjugation of three horns from the previous ten.

17. Once again, Daniel employs the interjection behold to draw the reader’s attention to something that is quite important.

18. This little horn was noticeably different from the others, not only in size, but by virtue of the fact that it had eyes like the eyes of a man.
19. Although the biblical Aramaic uses a definite article before man, the other twelve uses in Daniel are rightly translated mankind.  Dan. 2:38, 4:14, 5:21

20. Therefore, the use of eyes and mouth indicates that the little horn is one from among mankind. 

21. Eyes are used figuratively to denote the omniscience of God (Ezek. 1:18; Rev. 4:6; Heb. 4:13) and are used here to denote the genius of the little horn.

22. The mouth uttering great boasts indicates that this man is exceedingly arrogant.

23. The little horn is none other than the Antichrist, a resuscitated unbeliever from Hades who is brought back to life and who makes his second appearance in human history immediately following the rapture of the Church.  Rev. 11:7, 17:8

24. He will spend the first 3½ years of Daniel’s 70th week convincing people that he is who he says he is, and in consolidating power in and around Europe.

25. Following his dramatic rise to power, circumstances will arise that will cause him to attack and militarily defeat three of the ten leaders of the EU.

26. They may attempt to withdraw from the Union, not particularly endorsing the policies of Antichrist; however, he will use military force to enforce the treaty, destroy the kings, and absorb their territories.

27. This is a fulfillment of the prophecy in Daniel 2, regarding the fact that the iron and the clay will not adhere to each other.  Dan. 2:41-43

28. At the midpoint of the final seven years, Satan and his demons are permanently banished from Heaven by Michael and his angels, and are confined to planet earth, where Satan takes up residence in the Antichrist.  Rev. 12:7-9, 13:2,4

29. In some ways, the small horn of Daniel 8:9 prefigures this little horn.

30. The actions of Antiochus Epiphanes in polluting the Temple by sacrificing a sow on the altar typifies the ultimate abomination of desolation, when Antichrist displays himself in the Temple, declaring himself to be God.  Dan. 9:27, 11:31; Matt. 24:15; IIThess. 2:4

31. Following his military success and the destruction of the U.S., Antichrist makes a treaty with Israel to protect the suddenly vulnerable nation.

32. Russia will move into the Mideast, employing a conventional army and military tactics, but will be destroyed supernaturally by God.  Ezek. 38-39

33. Antichrist will take credit for this defeat and enter a seven-year treaty with the nation of Israel, but will put a stop to all sacrifices going on in the third Temple.  Dan. 9:27

34. He will exalt himself beyond any religion, god, or object of worship; along with the RRE, the Antichrist will take part in the destruction and plundering of the Catholic Church.  Rev. 17:16-18

Doctrine of Antichrist

7:9 "I kept looking Until thrones were set up, And the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like white snow, And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames, Its wheels were a burning fire.  {Peal pf. 1s hw"h]—Peal part.m.s. hz"x] periphrastic, I became looking—prep. d[; as far as, until—rel.part. yDI--m.p.n. aser>K' chairs, thrones—Peil pf. 3mp am'r> 12X, of those, 10 mean to cast or throw and all are used in Daniel 3 & 6 for literal throwing.  In Ezra 7:24 it has the sense of set up or establish, as here—waw + m.s.adj. qyTi[; 3X, only in this chapter, old, ancient—m.p.n. ~Ay lit. Ancient Days—Peal pf. 3ms btiy> to sit, settle or dwell—m.s.n. const. + 3ms suff. vWbl. garment, clothing—m.s.adj. rW"xi white—pref. K + m.s.n. gl;T. actual word order is reversed, like snow, white!—waw + m.s.n. r[;f. hair—m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. vare—pref. K + m.s.n. rm;[] 1X, wool—m.s.adj. aqen> 1X, pure, clean, exempt, innocent, see Rev. 1:14—m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. aser>K'—m.p.n. bybiv. 2X, flames--rel.part. yDi const.state –m.s.n. rWn lit. this throne, flames of fire—m.p.n.const. + 3ms suff. lG:l.G: 1X, the verb means to roll, a wheel—Peal part.m.s. functions as adj. ql;D> 1X, hot, burning—m.s.n. rWn} 

7:10 "A river of fire was flowing And coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; The court sat, And books were opened.  {m.s.n. rh;n>--rel.part. yDi const. state—fire—Peal part.m.s. dg:n> streaming, flowing—Peal part.m.s. qp;n> to come out, go out, or go forth—prep. !mi + prep. ~d'q\ + 3ms suff.—m.s.n.const. @l;a] lit. a thousand of —m.p.n. @l;a] thousands—Pael impf. 3mp. + 3ms suff. vm;v. similar to the term for sun, to minister or serve—waw + m.s.adj. ABrI ten thousand, a myriad—m.p.adj. ABrI ten thousands—Peal impf. 3mp. mWq standing—prep. ~d'q\ + 3ms suff.—d.a. + m.s.n. !yDI lit. the judge—Peal pf. 3ms btiy>--waw + m.p.n. rp;s. books, writings—Peil pf. 3mp. xt;P.}  
Exposition vs. 9-10

1. Verses nine and ten are recorded in poetic format to denote the complete change of venue in the visions Daniel was observing.

2. This is designed to emphasize the shift in location from the events that are occurring on planet earth during the final years of history to the third Heaven.

3. Once again, the periphrastic construction is used to indicate that this was a fixed state in which Daniel continues to pay close attention to what he is seeing.

4. The construction I kept looking until...is identical to that of verse four and indicates the passage of an unknown amount of time.

5. The time frame for this court to convene is clearly fixed by the arrogant speech of the little horn in verse eleven, indicating that this takes place sometime in Daniel’s 70th week, likely toward the end.  Dan. 7:26

6. There can be no doubt that the resuscitated Alexander will be quite arrogant, fully believing that he is the resurrected Son of God; however, his arrogance will increase and manifest itself fully once he is indwelled by Satan.

7. The plural thrones indicates that these thrones do not belong to God the Father, Who takes a seat, singular.

8. The plural thrones is used only 15 times in the entire Bible, and the most significant promise concerning future thrones was given by Jesus Christ to the apostles.  Matt. 19:28

9. In Revelation 4:4, following the rapture of the Church, we find twenty-four thrones established in Heaven, each occupied by an elder.

10. It appears to me that the twelve thrones promised to the apostles, from which they will judge the twelve tribes of Israel during the millennium, are earthly thrones, and not heavenly thrones as we see here.

11. This fits perfectly with what we know of Church Age believers, as represented by the 24 elders, who have received their crowns.  ICor. 6:3

12. The purpose of these thrones being established in Daniel is clearly judicial; they are established as a court in order to render judgment.  Dan. 7:10,22,26

13. Interestingly, Daniel observes the thrones but makes no comment about anyone occupying them.

14. This is consistent with the fact that information about the Church Age was not revealed to the Old Testament prophets; therefore, he could see the Father, but not the resurrected Church.  Eph. 3:5; IPet. 1:10-12

15. As Daniel observes, One called the Ancient of Days took His seat on His throne, acting as the head of the court, the sovereign presiding judge.  Rev. 4:2-3

16. This is a reference to God the Father, stressing the attribute of eternal life; it is a theophany that conveys the impression of majesty and One who should be venerated (honored, esteemed, adored, or respected).

17. As the Sovereign king of the universe, God is Master over all that is, has been, or will be.  Ps. 10:16, 47:2, 95:3

18. As Judge, God functions as the head of the court, setting the docket, dealing with each case, perfectly understanding the issues and the law, and dispensing perfect justice.

19. He is truly the only one who is qualified to act as judge, possessing the attributes of righteousness, justice, omniscience, and never being a respecter of persons.  Ps. 7:11; Rom. 2:16, 14:10

20. Daniel describes His clothing as being like white snow, denoting that which is pristine and pure; this stresses the absolute righteousness of God’s essence.  Job 9:30; Ps. 51:7; Isa. 1:18

21. The next thing Daniel notes about the Father is that the hair of his head was like pure wool; this emphasizes His unfathomable wisdom (omniscience), something that is critical to the proper administration of justice.  IKings 3:28

22. Up to this point, the following attributes of God are observed in our passage: Eternal Life, Sovereignty, Justice, and Righteousness, along with the concepts of wisdom and impartiality.

23. Daniel now turns from the person of God to the seat He occupies.

24. The throne itself was ablaze with flames, literally in the biblical Aramaic flames of fire.
25. Fire is used consistently for that which consumes most earthly things and was traditionally used to purify things from various contaminants.

26. The fire indicates the active judgment of God, consuming what is in opposition to His righteousness and purifying what may be refined.

27. For those who are negative unbelievers, the fire of God will consume their works and ultimately their entire existence forever.  Isa. 30:27-28; Isa. 66:15-16,24; Matt. 3:10-12; Rev. 20:15

28. For the negative believer who has not availed himself of sound doctrine and has spent his life building out of the wrong materials, the fire of God will decimate his Ph2 production, destroying any hope of Ph3 rewards.  ICor. 3:13-15

29. For the positive believer who adhered to the Word of God, applied doctrine, and produced Divine good, the fire of God will purify his works, producing praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  IPet. 1:6-7

30. His throne had wheels of fire, which is very unusual for the seat of a judge or king; however, this portrays the omnipresent nature of His kingdom, righteousness, justice, and wrath.  

31. Verse 10 indicates that a river of fire was flowing and coming out from His presence, similar to what one would expect from a lava flow.

32. This river of fire is designed to point us to the fiery catastrophe that awaits the world when the wrath of God is revealed; several passages specifically connect fire with the final judgment.  Ps. 50:3-6; Heb. 10:27; IIPet. 3:7; Jude 7

33. The fire symbolizes the continual wrath of God that flows against all unrighteousness of men, which will ultimately consume them forever.  Rom. 1:18

34. Daniel observes a thousand thousands (a million) and a myriad myriads (100 million) standing attentively before God to do His will.  Rev. 5:11

35. These figures are not designed to be totally accurate; they are employed to demonstrate the impossibility of numbering the heavenly armies that stand before the throne of God and continually do His bidding.

36. These are His heavenly attendants, the angels who stand before Him at all times, who will be actively involved in the judgments that the court is about to render.

37. These angels administer the various trumpet judgments, the bowl judgments, as well as making many announcements during the final seven years.

38. After the Ancient of Days takes His seat, the rest of the courtroom is seated and the docket is called.

39. Daniel notes that the books were opened, posing a problem for the interpreter as to what books are in view.

40. Many have wrongly concluded that the books here are the same as the books opened for the final judgment of all unbelievers; this cannot be the case since the two events are separated by 1000 years.  Rev. 20:12

41. The books or scrolls here are specifically connected with the concept of judgment, and this begins God’s final judgment of the Gentile world powers, which is known as Operation Footstool.  Ps. 110; Heb. 1:13, 10:13

42. One of the books or scrolls in view is the same one that is observed in Revelation 5, which is God’s will and testament, containing the title deed to the earth.

43. This scroll contains the judgments found in Revelation 6-19, which are necessary for the Lamb to take possession of His inheritance and establish His eternal rule.

44. The other books mentioned in Scripture are the book of the law (Josh. 24:26), the book of life (Ps. 69:28), the book of remembrance (Mal. 3:16), as well as various books of history.  Gen. 5:1; Num. 21:14

45. Books are employed as symbols of the omniscience of God, indicating that He keeps track of everything that happens and will bring all the facts to bear when He begins to render judgment.

7:11 "I kept looking then because of the sound of the boastful words which the horn was constantly speaking; I kept looking until the beast was slain, and its body was destroyed and given to the burning fire.  {Peal pf 1s hw"h]—Peal part.m.s. hz"x]—pref. B + adv. !yId;a/--prep. !mi lit. from, on account of—m.s.n. lq' voice or sound—d.a. + f.p.n. hL'mi—d.a. + f.p.adj. br;--rel.part. yDi—d.a. + f.s.n. !r,q,--Pael part.f.s. ll;m. to speak, some consider this to coorespond to the Heb. rb;D' which focuses on the details of content of what was said as opposed to the simple act of speaking--Peal pf 1s hw"h]—Peal part.m.s. hz"x]—prep. d[;--rel.part. yDi—d.a. + f.s.n. aw"yxe—Peil pf. 3fs lj;q.—waw + m.s.n + 3fs suff. ~v;G> 5X, always refers to the physical body—Hophal pf. 3ms db;a] lit. caused to be destroyed—waw + Peil pf 3fs bh;y> passive, was given—pref. l + f.s.n.const. hd'qey" 1X, a burning—f.s.n. aV'a, 1X, fire or fire offering}    
7:12 "As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but an extension of life was granted to them for an appointed period of time and a time.  {waw + m.s.n. ra'v. rest or remained—d.a. + f.s.n. aw"yxe—m.s.n. + 3mp suff !j'l.v' dominion, right to rule—Haphel pf. 3mp  hd'[] passed over, passed away—waw + f.s.n. hK'r>a; a lengthening, an extension—pref. B + m.p.n. yx; lit. in lives—Peil pf. 3fs bh;y>--pref. l + 3mp suff.—prep. d[; as far as, until—m.s.n. !m;z> an appointed time, a fixed time—waw + m.s.n. !D'[I “even a fixed span of time”} 
Exposition vs. 11-12

1. The construction in the biblical Aramaic of verse 11 is somewhat unusual, with the adverb !yId;a/  (‘edhayin) not beginning the sentence, but following the periphrastic construction.

2. The reason for this is to indicate that Daniel was not merely continuing to observe, but his attention was arrested by what follows.

3. His attention had been focused on the heavenly court that had sat for judgment, and now his attention is diverted to the earth by virtue of the boastful words the horn was constantly speaking.
4. The little horn is Antichrist, who will carry out a continual, intensive policy of blaspheming God during the 7 years he is on earth, as is indicated by the Pael participle of ll;m.  (melal).

5. Here the words are defined by the adjective great or boastful; in Revelation, his speech is characterized by the terms arrogant and blasphemous.  Rev. 13:5

6. The objects of his arrogant derision are God, His name, and His tabernacle, and those that dwell in Heaven.  Rev. 13:6

7. While the Antichrist will be very intelligent and arrogant to begin with, the real height of his verbal activity against God and His plan will reach its zenith during the final 42 months, when he is indwelled by Satan.

8. When it states in Revelation 13:5 that there was given to him a mouth, it is not designed to focus on the physical mouth that all men possess.

9. Instead, it focuses on the content that he receives from Satan, the words Satan provides and he willingly speaks.

10. His blasphemy and arrogance will consist of denying the truth about Jesus Christ and proclaiming himself to be the Messiah, his slanderous and disparaging speech about the nature of God, and his lies about those who have been recently removed from earth via the rapture.

11. The sound of the boastful words in this verse only occurs during the final three and one-half years of Daniel’s 70th week, the time that Satan actually indwells the Antichrist.

12. The Antichrist will spend the first three and one-half years uttering his great boasts, as seen in verses 8,20; however, following his possession by Satan, he will engage in new levels of blasphemy and persecution.

13. As Daniel continues to observe the vision, he sees that the beast will ultimately be killed and its body will be committed to the burning fire.

14. This is designed to communicate the destruction of the political entity known as the RRE, EU, etc., as it will be caused to pass away.

15. Both verbs are passive and denote that an outside agent caused the beast to be slain and its body to be destroyed.

16. The interesting thing here is that we are never explicitly informed of the fate of the little horn; however, it is the same as that of the beast itself.

17. The destruction of the EU will occur at the Second Advent, when the united confederation will be removed from history.  Rev. 19:19-21

18. This does not mean that the individual nations of Europe will be destroyed; only the body is caused to pass away

19. The individual nations will continue to exist into the Millennium, but the alliance of the European nations will be destroyed forever.

20. Again, while not explicitly stated here, the little horn is thrown alive into the lake of fire.  Rev. 19:20

21. In Revelation, it is important to note that the Antichrist is generally called the beast, but in Daniel 7, he is identified as the little horn.

22. The Antichrist is the dictator who controls the beast (the EU) and when he is cast into the lake of fire, the kingdom he held together with force will cease to exist.

23. The fact that the beast’s body is given to the burning fire is indicative of the judgment of God that falls on the RRE at the Second Advent.  IIThess. 1:5-10

24. At the Second Advent, Jesus Christ will destroy all His enemies at the battle of Armageddon.  Rev. 16:13-16

25. The human slaughter will be almost incomprehensible, with the negative unbelievers being viewed as ripened grapes that are ready to be squeezed of their lifeblood.  Rev. 16:17-19

26. The Bible makes no secret of the fact that the method Jesus Christ employs for establishing His kingdom and His peace is warfare and the complete destruction of His enemies.  Isa. 63:1-6

27. Those who are negative unbelievers and do not die during the judgments of the final seven years or at the battle of Armageddon will be removed from the earth at the judgment of the sheep and goats.  Matt. 25:31-33,41

28. Therefore, at the outset of the Millennium there will only be believers living on planet earth, and they will repopulate the earth.

29. Verse 12 provides us information regarding the fate of the other three beasts: the lion, the bear, and the leopard.

30. Their right to independently rule their respective domain is taken away by Jesus Christ, who assumes the complete rule of planet earth.  Dan. 2:44, 7:14,27; Ps. 2:9; Rev. 11:15

31. This fulfills the portion of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in which the small stone struck the image on its feet, destroying Gentile rule.  Dan. 2:34-35,45

32. Although they lose the right to independently rule their own countries, the national entities known as England, Russia, China, Vietnam, Korea, and Japan will continue to exist during the Millennium.  Rev. 2:26,27

33. Following the Second Advent, the only fixed period of time is the 1000-year reign of Christ on earth.

34. The nations continue to exist during the Millennium, but their destiny is determined by their positive volition and not by their own political power.  Micah 4:1ff; Zech 14:16ff

35. The final words of verse 12 employ two terms for time; the first term !m;z> (zeman) has the nuance of that which is fixed or appointed, and refers to the Millennium in this context.

36. The last term !D'[i (‘iddan) is used to refer to time in general, and probably has the same nuance here as in verse 24.

37. The nations are guaranteed existence throughout the Millennium, and they will exist for a short period of time after the 1000 years.

38. At that time Satan is loosed for a short time, instigates the Gog and Magog rebellion, and is cast into the lake of fire where he is tormented day and night, forever and ever.  Rev. 20:1-3,7-10

39. If this word is to be taken as it is in the latter part of this chapter, this period would be no more than one year; however, it would be unwise to be dogmatic on this point.  
7:13 "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him.  {Peal pf 1s hw"h]—Peal part.m.s. hz"x]—pref. B + m.p.n.const. Wzx/ visions, that which is seen—d.a. + m.s.n. yleyle—waw + interj. Wra]—prep. ~[I + m.p.n.const. !n"[] 1X, clouds—d.a. + m.dual.n. !yIm;v.—pref. k + m.s.n. rB;--m.s.n. vn"a/-- Peal pf. 3ms. hw"h]—Peal part.m.s. ht'a] periphrastic, he became coming—

waw + Peal pf. 3ms. hj'm. to reach or attain, to come or arrive—prep. d[; + m.s.adj. qyTi[;--d.a. + m.p.n. ~Ay—waw + Haphel pf. 3mp. + 3ms suff. breq. to approach, to draw near, causative, they brought him near—prep. ~d'q\ + 3ms suff.} 
7:14 "And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations, and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.  {waw + pref. l + 3ms suff.—Peil pf. 3ms bh;y> passive—m.s.n. !j'l.v' domininon, the right to rule—waw = m.s.n. rq'y> honor, to be valuable—waw + f.s.n. WKl.m; a kingdom, a kingship—waw “that” used to introduce purpose clause—m.s.n. lKo—d.a. + m.p.n. ~[;--d.a. + f.p.n. hM'au nations—waw + d.a. + f.p.n. !V'li languages—Peal impf. 3mp xl;P. originally to cut, or divide in two, to work hard at a field, only in Aramaic did it come to have the meaning of working hard at the service of a deity, to render religious service—pref. l + 3ms suff.—m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. !j'l.v'—m.s.n. ~l;['—m.s.n. !j'l.v'--rel.part. yDi—neg. al' + Peal impf 3ms. hd'[]  to pass on or over, to pass away, not used of death—waw + f.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. WKl.m;--rel.part. yDi—neg. al' + Hithpaal impf. 3fs lb'x] if reflexive, will not destroy itself}
Exposition vs. 13-14

1. Once again, the format shifts from prose to poetry to emphasize the shift in location from the events that occurring on planet earth at the conclusion of Daniel’s 70th week to the events occurring in the third Heaven.

2. Daniel continues to employ the periphrastic construction in order to communicate his intense interest in what he is seeing.

3. This portion of the vision clearly forms the climax of the revelations and Daniel draws the reader’s attention to it with the interjection behold!
4. While the events of verses 9-10 clearly occur during the time the beasts are on the earth, this section clearly occurs after the destruction of Antichrist at the Second Advent.

5. Chronologically, the events of Daniel 7:9-10 are to be placed with Revelation 5-6, while the events of Daniel 7:11-12 are to be placed in the final three and one-half years of Daniel’s 70th week, culminating with the Second Advent.  Rev. 19:11-21

6. Following the Second Advent and the destruction of Antichrist, Jesus Christ will make a return visit to the third Heaven to be formally installed as the ruler of God’s millennial kingdom.

7. Just as the bodily return of Jesus Christ to planet earth was accompanied by clouds (Mk. 14:62), His return to the third Heaven is also associated with the clouds of Heaven.
8. Some have interpreted these as literal clouds; however, it is more likely that this refers to the large angelic group that is accompanying Jesus Christ.

9. The Greek of the New Testament uses several prepositions describing this return in, upon, and with.
10. We know that when He rises from His seat at the right hand of God to return to planet earth, He will be accompanied by a heavenly army.  Rev. 19:14

11. It has been taught that these armies are the church; however, the church is presented in Revelation 19 as a bride prepared for a wedding, something that is hardly appropriate for military combat.












































12. Therefore, Jesus Christ will return to planet earth accompanied by the armies of Heaven, militarily defeat the Antichrist and the armies of earth gathered to fight against Him, and will return to Heaven with the conquering armies to formally receive the kingdom.  Rev. 19:19-21; Dan. 7:13-14

13. This heavenly personage is identified as one like a son of man, employing an anarthrous construction, causing some to suggest that his is like a man, and not like a beast or some other creature.

14. Although the construction is indefinite in the Aramaic, Jesus Christ Himself provides the commentary on how He interpreted this phrase, clearly applying it to Himself.  Matt. 8:20, 9:6, 11:19, 12:8 et al  it is used some 84 times in the New Testament.
15. This phrase stresses that the stone cut without hands (designed to stress the deity of Messiah) also had a clearly understood human side.

16. This human aspect was necessary to fulfill the promises of the Davidic Covenant, requiring a descendant of David to rule on his throne forever.  IISam. 7:12-13,16

17. Further, the Messiah had to be human in order to reclaim the title deed to the earth, restoring more to the human race than Adam lost in the fall, fulfilling the prophecy of the seed of the woman.  Gen. 3:15; Rev. 5:5-7.

18. This man, representative of true, godly humanity, will now begin to realize the original destiny of man as head of God’s creation.  Gen. 1:26,28; Ps. 8:5-6

19. This title is clearly associated with the kingdom that awaits Him as the savior of man, the one who restores our lost inheritance to us through His grace.

20. Some have suggested that the Son of Man is an angelic being, but He is clearly distinguished from the clouds of Heaven, His angelic escort.

21. Others have suggested that the Son of Man is to be taken as a personification of the Jewish people based on the fact that the saints take possession of the kingdom in verse 22.

22. However, the fact the kingdom is delivered to the people of God does not exclude the fact that Messiah is the king.

23. The fact that He had to come up to the Ancient of Days indicates that He had been absent from that scene and was now returning.

24. He is formally presented before the Father as the glorified God/man, seen in His visible glorification that is so opposite the humiliation He endured.

25. However, His humiliation, His willingness to endure the rigors associated with the incarnation, up to and including spiritual death make Him the only Man qualified to receive the kingdom.

26. Just as His physical, bodily resurrection was vindication of His obedience to the plan of God, His universal authority and right to rule over all God’s creation stem from His obedience to the plan of God.  Phil. 2:9-10; Matt. 28:18; Eph. 1:21

27. The right to reclaim the deed to the earth and establish His kingdom where Satan once ruled is part of His SG3 package for His obedience to the Father.  Jn. 5:11, 8:18











































; Rev. 5:5

28. While not explicitly stated, the Ancient of Days is the one the awards the Son of Man the right to rule over His creation.

29. He is provided several things as part of His SG3, including:

a. Dominion—the right to rule over God’s creation.

b. Glory—the honor of having the highest position in God’s plan.

c. A kingdom—this involves the sphere of power, the earth, as well as those that are subjects in the kingdom, the saints.

30. The subjects of the millennial kingdom are not limited to the believing Jews, but are comprised of people of every racial, national, and linguistic division on planet earth.

31. Christ will be the supreme source of political power on earth after is Millennial kingdom is established; all human, whatever their race, nationality, ethnic origin, or language will worship and serve Him.

32. In biblical Aramaic, the term xl;P. (pelach—serve) has the nuance of the worship of a deity; this stresses that the Son of Man is God.

33. His right to rule is one that is perpetuated throughout eternity; it is not limited by time, the rise of other leaders, nations, or any other considerations.

34. While it is true that Jesus Christ will rule on the earth for a period of 1000 years, that is not the end of His rule, which will not pass away.
35. Unlike all other earthly kingdoms that have arisen in history, His kingdom is one which will never be destroyed.  Dan. 2:44

36. This is in total contrast to all kingdoms that have been established by man during the course of human history; this kingdom, established by God is absolutely secure.

37. Thus, the final outcome of human history will be a return of Adam’s race under the rule of the Son of Man, in obedience and subjection to the sovereignty of God, never to fall away again.

38. Luke encourages the Jewish believers in the first century, and us by extension, to recognize that this immutable kingdom is ours, and to allow that fact to motivate us to an acceptable level of Divine good production.  Heb. 12:28

39. He recognized that our place and position in that kingdom is determined by our obedience to the plan of God during our sojourn on earth.  Rom. 8:17; IPet. 1:7; IITim. 2:12

7:15 "As for me, Daniel, my spirit was distressed within me, and the visions in my mind kept alarming me.  {pron. 1s hn"a]—laYEnID'—f.s.n.const. + 1s suff x;Wr—Itpeel pf. 3fs ar'K. 1X, to be distressed, no cognate in Hebrew—pref. B + m.s.n.const. wG:--m.s.n. hn<d>nI 1X, sheath?—waw + m.p.n.const. Wzx/--m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. vare—Pael impf. 3mp + 1s suff. lh;B. the Hebrew term usually deals with the emotion one experiences when confronted with something unexpected, threatening or disastrous}

7:16 "I approached one of those who were standing by and began asking him the exact meaning of all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of these things:  {Peal pf. 1s breq. to draw near—prep. l[; + m.s.adj. dx;--prep. !mi + d.a. + Peal part.m.p. ~Wq the ones standing—waw + Peal impf. 1s a['B. ingressive—prep. !mi + 3ms suff.—f.s.adj. byCiy: that which is true or certain, the truth--hn="D>-lK'-l[;  about all this—waw + Peal pf 3ms rm;a] said—pref. l + 1s suff—waw + Haphel impf. 3ms + 1s suff. [d;y> he caused me to know—m.s.n. rv;P.—d.a. + f.p.n. hL'mi things, matters}
7:17 'These great beasts, which are four in number, are four kings who will arise from the earth. {f.p.adj. !yLeai—d.a. + f.p.n. aw"yxe—d.a. + f.p.adj. br; great, notable, dominant--rel.part. yDi—pron. 3p used as copula !yNIai—f.s.adj. h['B.r>a;--four king—Peal impf. 3mp ~Wq—prep. !mi + d.a. + f.s.n. [r;a]}
7:18 'But the saints of the Highest Ones will receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, for all ages to come.'  {waw but + m.p.adj.const. vyDIq; holy ones, saints –m.p.adj. !Ayl.[, 4X, only in this chapter, the question here is should the plural be translated as a true plural “highest ones”, or a plural of majesty, there is also the suggestion that this term be translated “highest places”—Pael impf. 3mp lbeq. will receive—d.a. + f.s.n. WKl.m;--waw + Aphel impf. 3mp !s;x] 2X, take possession, the related Hebrew term emphasizes strength and riches, the noun is usually transled wealth, or physical prosperity—d.a. + f.s.n. WKl.m;--prep. d[; + d.a. + m.s.n. ~l;['—waw + prep. d[; + m.s.n. ~l;['—d.a. + m.p.n. ~l;[' as far as the age of the ages}
Exposition vs. 15-18

1. Daniel now moves from the content of the vision that occurred during his dream to the impact that the vision had on him personally.

2. There is no doubt that Daniel did not understand what he had just seen since he was completely unfamiliar with the kingdoms of the last days.

3. Having an experience such as this, in the middle of the night, and failing to comprehend what it all meant must have been a terrifying experience.

4. This was new doctrine for Daniel, who was a mature believer, and it challenged his frame of reference beyond anything that had happened before.

5. When a believer hears new doctrine, he is not always impressed or overjoyed by the new information.

6. In many cases, the new knowledge may raise questions that leaves one in a state of distress due to the inability to understand the full significance of the new information.

7. Although Daniel is an exceedingly positive believer, he is overwhelmed with the sights and actions he observes in this vision.

8. Daniel employs an Aramaic idiom to express the fact that the body is the house for the soul/spirit, stating that my spirit was distressed in the middle of its sheath.
9. Just as the sheath is the dwelling place for the sword, the mortal body is the dwelling place for the real you.

10. Once again, it does not appear the Old Testament writers made any major distinctions between the soul and the spirit; they merely emphasized that man had a physical and an immaterial nature.

11. Daniel’s sense of alarm/fear/dismay is the natural emotion one experiences when confronted with something unexpected, threatening or disastrous.

12. Although it is clear that Daniel wanted to understand every aspect of the vision, it is equally clear from verse 19 that he was particularly eager to have information with respect to the fourth beast.

13. Daniel’s positive volition was such that he was totally stirred up about the meaning of the vision before it actually ended!

14. His desire to gain a complete understanding causes him to approach one of those who were standing by.

15. Daniel, although he is still asleep on his bed in Babylon, now becomes a player in the dream, observing himself approaching one of those who was standing by.

16. There can be little doubt that this is an angelic being, possibly one of those that presented the Son of Man to the Ancient of Days.

17. Although Daniel has not explicitly mentioned their presence, it appears that all the angels that were present were standing for the formal ceremony that installed the Messiah as the ruler of earth.

18. Before the completion of the canon of scripture, God used a number of methods to communicate the Divine viewpoint to the human race, including using angels to teach believers.  Dan. 7:16, 8:16, 9:21; Rev. 17:7

19. Although the New American Standard translates the verb began asking as though it was ingressive in force, there is also the possibility that it could be translated as a subjunctive, so I might ask.
20. Daniel makes it plain that his desire was simply to understand the truth of these things and their significance.

21. God responds to positive volition (the desire to understand God and His plan) and provides the information that is necessary.

22. It should be obvious that Daniel is given the exact interpretation of these visions but not the explicit interpretation of them.

23. He is given the key to understanding the vision but not the explicit identification of the players; he is told that the beasts represent nations, but not what nations they represent.

24. The angel informs Daniel that the beasts represent national entities that will arise from the earth, indicating that they were not present at that time in history, clearly identified as the first year of Belshazzar.  (553 BC)
25. This completely destroys the almost uniform belief that these four kingdoms are the same four that are recorded in Daniel 2.
26. The single tie-point between the two chapters is the fourth kingdom, the RRE or EU, the ten toes of the image corresponding to the ten horns on the beast.
27. It will become obvious that when one refers to a kingdom, he implies the existence of a king; similarly, when one refers to a king, he implies the existence of the kingdom that he leads.
28. Therefore, the terms king and kingdom can be used interchangeably to refer to a national entity or its leader.  Dan. 7:17,23
29. Verse 17 begins the actual explanation of the visions and actually interprets verse 3.
30. This verse demonstrates clearly that verse three employs figurative language to portray the prophetic reality of four major Gentile world powers.
31. Clearly, the sea from which they arise is interpreted as being the world; specifically, the world of Gentile humanity in the last days.
32. In spite of the four superpowers that dominate the earthly scene for the last years of human history, the kingdom will ultimately be delivered to the saints.

33. The term translated Highest One is used only four times, all in this chapter; it is actually a plural, and should be translated Highest Ones.  Dan. 7:18,22,25,27

34. The saints of the Highest One is defined further in verse 27 as the people, and must refer to believing Jews, since they are clearly the objects of the Antichrist’s attack during the final three and one-half years.  Dan. 7:25
35. The people, the people of the Lord are clearly identified as Israel in II Samuel 6:21, II Kings 9:6, and Ezek.36:20-21.
36. This situation, when Christ shares His rule with His people, the Jews, is the precise fulfillment of what the disciples and others were mistakenly hoping for at the First Advent.
37. The Millennial kingdom will be one that unites the fragmented kingdoms of the world under Messiah, a kingdom that will be shared and administrated by the saints of the Highest One.

38. The world powers that rule vast areas of the planet each had to take what they now control via conquest and force.
39. The saints will not have to lift a finger; the kingdom will be delivered to them apart from any effort on their parts.
40. This passage alone does a great deal of damage to the theological position known as postmillennialism.
41. That theological viewpoint suggests that after mankind (the church) has adequately prepared the world through the faithful communication of the gospel, Christ will return following the establishment of “a holy utopia”—a Millennium achieved on earth by human means.
42. This position is completely untenable based on a number of factors:
a. The Bible does not envision a gradual increase in goodness and righteousness; it envisions a deteriorating world, filled with increasing evil.  IITim. 3:1ff

b. The church is not prophetically portrayed as victorious over the world at the end of the Church Age.  IITim. 4:3-4; Rev. 3:14ff

c. There are a number of clear passages that portray the Messiah as a warrior, destroying the kingdoms of earth (which clearly oppose Him) to establish His own.  Dan. 2:34-35; Rev. 16:14-16, 17:14, 19:19

d. The Day of the Lord is not depicted as a time of utopian blessing for the nations.  Isa. 13:6,9; Ezek. 30:3

43. Once the saints have received and shared in the kingdom of Messiah, they will continue to possess the kingdom through the Millennium, continuing into the eternal state on the new earth.

44. The Jews have been chosen as God’s earthly people, through whom He has chosen to administrate His plan for the nations.  Gen. 12:1-3; Ps. 147:19; Rom. 3:1-2, 9:4

45. Although they have failed due to negative volition, this in no way mitigates against God’s plan to restore His people to the chief position of glory among the nations.  Rom. 3:3, 10:21-11:5,1-12,26-29

46. The Millennial reign of Christ and His people will fulfill the particulars of the Abrahamic, Davidic, and New Covenants to the Jews.  Jere. 31:31, 33:19-26

a. Her enemies are destroyed.  Isa. 41:10-16, 49:24-26

b. Their reproach is removed.  Isa. 54:4-8, 62:1-5

c. The positive remnant is forgiven and restored.  Isa. 30:18-22; Ezek. 36:24-28; Zeph. 3:11-13

d. The nation will enjoy unprecedented prosperity as God’s glamour nation.  Isa. 49:1-6,22-23, Isa. 60; Hos. 2:21-22; Joel 2:19,21-24

e. There will be a population explosion as per the Abrahamic Covenant.  Gen. 13:16; Isa. 49:19-21, 54:1-3

f. Their territory will be expanded.  Gen. 15:18

47. This aspect of the kingdom will be governed by the twelve apostles, fulfilling the promise of Christ.  Matt. 19:28; Rev. 20:4

48. Following the Millennial kingdom, the present heavens and earth will be destroyed and replaced with a new heaven and a new earth.  IIPet. 3:10-13; Rev. 21:1

49. In the eternal state, Israel will continue to possess the kingdom, being the premier nation of the new earth.  Rev. 21:24-26; Dan. 7:18

7:19 "Then I desired to know the exact meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from all the others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its claws of bronze, and which devoured, crushed, and trampled down the remainder with its feet,  {adv. !yId;a/--Peal pf. 1s ab'c. to be inclined toward something, to desire—pref. l + Pael inf.const. bc;y> lit. to make certain, to know truly—prep. l[; + the beast, the fourth--rel.part. yDi—Peal pf. 3fs hw"h] it became—Peal part.f.s. hn"v' to be different, to change—prep. !mi + m.s.n.const. + 3mp suff. lKo—Peal pass.part.f.s. lh;D> being feared—adj.f.s. ryTiy: exceeding or surpassing—f.p.n.const. + 3fs suff. !ve--rel.part. yDi const.state—m.s.n. lz<r>P;--waw + f.p.n.const. + 3fs suff. rp;j. 2X, 4:30, nails or claws--rel.part. yDi const.state—m.s.n. vx'n>--Peal part.f.s. lk;a] eating, devouring—Aphel part. f.s. qq;D> crushing, shattering—waw + Peal part.f.s. sp;r> to tread or trample—d.a. + m.s.n. ra'v. rest or remainder—pref. B + f.p.n.const. + 3fs suff. lg<r,}
7:20 and the meaning of the ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn which came up, and before which three of them fell, namely, that horn which had eyes and a mouth uttering great boasts, and which was larger in appearance than its associates.  {Although not repeated, the phrase “I desired to know” governs this verse as well—waw + prep. l[; about—adj.f.s. rf;[] 10—d.a. + f.p.n. !r,q,--rel.part. yDi—pref. B + m.s.n.const. + 3fs suff. vare—waw + f.s.adj. !r'x\a' another, “the other one”--rel.part. yDi—Peal pf. 3fs qles. go up, come up—waw + prep. !mi + prep. ~d'q\ + 3fs suff. lit. from before it—f.s.adj. tl'T.—Peal pf. 3fp lp;n>--waw “even or namely”—d.a. + f.s.n. !r,q,-- f.s.adj. !KeDI that—waw “that”—f.p.n. !yI[;--pref. l + 3fs suff.—waw + m.s.n. ~Pu—Peal part.m.s. ll;m. continuously articulating—f.p.adj. br; great things—waw + m.s.n.const. + 3fs suff. Wzx/ sight or appearance—m.s.adj. br; great, more powerful—prep. !mi + f.s.n. const. + 3fs suff. hr'b.x; lit. fellow or companion}
7:21 "I kept looking, and that horn was waging war with the saints and overpowering them  {Peal pf 1s hw"h]—Peal part.m.s. hz"x]—waw + that horn—Peal part.f.s db'[] was doing, “waging”—m.s.adj. br'q. an approach, war in a hostile sense—prep. ~[I + m.p.adj. vyDIq; holy ones, saints—

waw + Peal part.f.s. lqiy> usually to be able, here to overcome or prevail over someone, similar to Hebrew usage, Gen. 30:8, 32:28—pref. l s.d.o. + 3mp suff.}
7:22 until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the Highest Ones, and the time arrived when the saints took possession of the kingdom.  {adv. d[;--rel.part. yDI--m.s.adj. qyTi[;--d.a. + m.p.n. ~Ay—Peal pf. 3ms ht'a] –waw + d.a. + m.s.n. !yDI a decision of a court, the judgment—Peil pf. 3ms bh;y> was given “passed”—pref. l + m.p.n.const. vyDIq;--m.p.adj. !Ayl.[, highest ones—waw + d.a. + m.s.n. !m;z> time, appointed time—Peal pf. 3ms hj'm. to come to, to arrive—waw + m.p.adj. vyDIq;--Haphel pf. 3mp. !s;x] to take possession, to receive something—d.a. + f.s.n. WKl.m;} 
Exposition vs. 19-22

1. Of the four beasts that Daniel saw, the fourth was the one he regarded with the greatest curiosity and dread, because it resembled no animal known to the human experience.

2. It is clear that Daniel grasped the fact that the other beasts were common enough to the human experience; however, it is equally clear to him that this creature was like nothing he had ever seen. 

3. His desire to know demonstrates his tremendous positive volition, pursuing doctrine that was many years in the future from his experience.

4. These types of passages demonstrate that our knowledge of the plan of God is not limited to the events that will only occur during our time in history.

5. Daniel was briefed on events that would not occur for over 2500 years from the time he wrote.

6. Like all Old Testament prophets, Daniel was not privy to Church Age information; all his visions and revelations were related to the Age of Israel, including the final seven years of Daniel’s 70th week.

7. His curiosity about this strange creature causes him to want an exact understanding of this animal and why it was so different from the rest.

8. Daniel could readily understand that the four beasts represented four kingdoms future from his time; what he could not understand was why the fourth beast was so different.

9. The differences between this beast and the others include:

a. The fact that this animal has two distinct incarnations: ancient Rome and the RRE.

b. The fact that this animal is not a single national or ethnic entity, but an amalgamation of nations.

10. Daniel describes this beast as being exceedingly dreadful, employing the same passive participle that was used to describe it in verse 7.

11. In verse 7, this beast was described as exceedingly strong; here, it is described using the same adjective as being feared exceedingly.
12. We know that the military might of Rome, likened to iron and known in history as the iron boot, was completely unsurpassed in its time.

13. They were known for their rapacity and complete domination and destruction of their enemies.

14. Their destructive power was legendary, and it is evident that the strength and stability of that Empire was provided directly by its military.

15. The primary purpose of soldiers is to train for war and fight; the Roman army was a highly organized and disciplined fighting machine.

16. Their power came as a result of their tremendous understanding of and respect for authority, self-discipline, and reverence for the military oath each soldier swore when he was enrolled in service.

17. Daniel mentions something new in verse 19 about the fact that the beast had claws of bronze, tying us to the belly and thighs of bronze in the dream of Nebuchadnezzar.

18. This tie point is very important, indicating that the RRE will have some connection with Greece, the 3rd kingdom of the image.

19. We know that the connection is found in the final ruler of the RRE, the Antichrist, Alexander the Great.

20. The beast is observed to be devouring and crushing, indicative of the military conquests.

21. The teeth of iron that eat and crush its prey indicate that this union will evolve into a massive military force comparable to the might that was Imperial Rome, which was known for conquests that were unparalleled for their severity and thoroughness.

22. The devouring and crushing refer to military conquest, subjugation, and destruction; this beast operates through a reign of terror, inspiring fear in anyone who sees it.

23. As several interpreters have noticed, Rome could never get enough of conquest, having no interest in allowing the conquered nations to be developed; it let the nations be crushed and stamped underfoot

24. The term remainder has a Hebrew counterpart that is clearly used of the remnant of believing Jews in the last days.  Isa. 10:20-22, 11:11

25. This beast, the RRE, will not militarily subjugate or destroy Israel, as seen in the fact that they are not eaten and chewed as the other enemies of the RRE will be.

26. However, the fact that this beast tramples down the remainder with its feet is designed to indicate that they will engage in persecution of the Jews.  Dan. 7:21,25; Rev. 13:7

27. Daniel now moves to the meaning of the ten horns, identified as the final ten rulers of the EU.

28. He records that the other horn came up after these original ten, indicating that Antichrist will arise in history somewhat later than the original ten leaders of the EU.

29. The three horns that fell refer to the three nations that will not continue to cooperate with the Antichrist and will attempt to break the union.

30. However, Alexander will not tolerate this and will subjugate the three rebels, striking fear into the remaining seven nations.

31. The fact that the horn has eyes and a mouth uttering great boasts is designed to portray the fact that the Antichrist is a genius (certainly a military genius) and is totally arrogant.

32. He is consumed with himself and will manifest his pride by his derisive speech against anyone and everyone who opposes him, especially God.

33. God and those who reside in Heaven are the objects of his vituperation; he will speak blasphemies and monstrous things against God.  Dan. 7:25, 11:36; Rev. 13:6

34. The little horn, as it was called in verse 8, is now observed to be larger in appearance than its associates, indicating that while he may appear somewhat insignificant humanly, he will quickly and dramatically grow in power over his contemporaries.

35. In verse 21, we observe the Antichrist (the horn), who is the driving political and military force for the beast (the RRE or EU), engaging in open warfare with the saints.

36. The saints of the Highest One is defined further in verse 27 as the people, and must refer to believing Jews since they are clearly the objects of the Antichrist’s attack during the final three and one-half years.  Dan. 7:25
37. Some have mistakenly interpreted this term as referring to the Church since we are called saints numerous times in the New Testament.
38. However, the interpreter must confine his interpretation to the age of Israel, since the Old Testament prophets were not privy to information about the Church Age.  IPet. 1:10-11
39. Therefore, the saints are positive Jews who live during the final seven years of history.  Rev. 12:17
40. There can be no doubt that the believing Jews of that time will be the focal point of the war to exterminate believers, but Gentile believers will feel this wrath as well.  Rev. 13:7
41. The end of verse 20 makes it plain that Alexander will enjoy a good deal of success in his warfare against the truth and those who hold to it, as he is seen overpowering them.

42. We will deal with his approach against the saints in verse 25, but suffice it to say that he seeks to destroy them through an eroding persecution that is designed to wear them out.
43. His initial success is observed in the fact that he is able to kill the two Jewish witnesses following their three and one-half year ministry in the first half of Daniel’s 70th week.  Rev. 11:3-7
44. The success he enjoys will bring about a universal persecution of the Jews, causing anti-Semitism to be at an all-time high.
45. This is primarily confined to the final three and one-half years of Daniel's 70th week and will continue to flourish until the Ancient of Days came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints.

46. This is the purpose of the court we saw assembled in Daniel 7:9-10 and confirmed in Daniel 7:22,26.
47. It appears that the court is convened toward the end Daniel's 70th week, judgment is passed on behalf of the saints, Antichrist’s right to rule is taken away, and the saints take possession of the kingdom.
48. There is no reference in the New Testament to this event; if we did not have the book of Daniel, we would have no information about this heavenly assembly, at which the Church is present.
49. The time when the saints take possession of the kingdom chronologically follows the actual presentation of the kingdom and installation of Messiah as the ruler of planet earth.  Dan. 7:13-14
50. At that time, the Jews enter into the Millennial kingdom, the premier nation fulfilling all that God has destined for those who are positive.
51. We recognize that the Jewish population will be drastically reduced (as will the Gentile population during Daniel's 70th week) and the positive remnant are the saints that are in view.  Isa. 10:20-22. 37:31-32; Rom. 11:5
7:23 "Thus he said: 'The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on the earth, which will be different from all the other kingdoms, and it will devour the whole earth and thresh it and crush it.  {adv. !Ke—Peal pf. 3ms rm;a]—d.a. + f.s.n. aw"yxe—d.a. + f.s.adj. y['ybir>--Peal impf. 3fs hw"h] will become—f.s.n WKl.m;--f.s.adj. y['ybir>--pref. B + d.a. + f.s.n. [r;a]--rel.part. yDi—Peal impf. 3fs hn"v' will change, will be different—prep. !mi + m.s.n.const. lKo—f.p.n. WKl.m;--waw + Peal impf. 3fs lk;a] eat, devour, or consume—m.s.n.const. lKo + d.a. + f.s.n. [r;a] earth, world, inhabited earth—waw + Peal impf. 3fs. + 3fs suff. vWD 1X, the Hebrew equivalent means to thresh, being used metaphorically to indicate defeat—waw + Aphel impf. 3fs + 3fs suff. qq;D> to crush or shatter} 
7:24 'As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; and another will arise after them, and he will be different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings.  {waw + 10 horns—prep. !mi + 3fs suff. from her, ie. that kingdom—d.a. + f.s.n. WKl.m;--10 kings—Peal impf. 3mp. mWq—waw + m.s.adj. !r'x\a another—Peal impf. 3ms mWq—prep. + 3mp suff. yrex]a; after them—waw + pron. 3ms aWh—Peal impf. 3ms an"v' to change, to be different—prep. !mi + d.a. + m.p.adj. ym'd>q; former or first ones—waw + Haphel impf. 3ms lpev' to be humbled or subdued, subjugated—three kings, ie. out of the original ten} 

7:25 'And he will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest Ones, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time.  {waw + Pael impf. 3ms ll;m. word appears to emphasize content—f.p.n. hL'mi words, not translated—pref. l + m.s.n. dc; lit. to the side, against—d.a. + m.s.n. yL'[I—waw + Pael impf. 3mp. al'B.  1X, to wear out, wear down, erode—pref. l s.d.o. + m.p.n.const. vyDIq; holy ones—m.p.adj. !Ayl.[, highest ones—waw + Peal impf. 3ms rb;s. 1X, to think or intend, the Hebrew equivalent has the nuance of “hope”—pref. l + Haphel infin.const. an"v' to change— m.p.n. !m;z> times, appointed times, Lev. 23:2ff—waw + f.s.n. tD' law, decree—Hithpeel impf. 3mp bh;y> they will give themselves—pref. B + f.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. dy:--prep. d[; as far as, until—m.s.n. !D'[I—waw + m.p.n. !D'[I—waw + m.s.n. gl;P. half—m.s.n. !D'[I}
Exposition vs. 23-25

1. The angel now continues the formal interpretation of the dream/vision that Daniel had that night in his bed.

2. Daniel’s real interest was in the fourth beast, which was so different from the other beasts that were represented by known animals.

3. While not explicitly stated in this chapter, when Daniel wonders about something, he always asks someone to explain it to him.

4. The angel makes it plain that the beasts represent kingdoms that are each ruled by an individual ruler.  Dan. 7:17,23

5. The fourth kingdom is to be found on the earth during the last days and is described as different from all the other kingdoms.
a. It is different because it had a prior existence.

b. It is different because its king lived previously on the planet.

c. It is different because it is a confederacy of unrelated racial and national entities.

6. While the leopard is an association of nations, they are all racially similar; the EU is a confederation of nations that are racially quite diverse.

7. While one may mistake one oriental nationality for another, one would not make that same mistake with a Greek, a Frenchman, or a German.

8. This multi-national coalition will exercise supreme power during its short time as the premier empire on the planet.

9. The fact that this kingdom will exercise the same tremendous military power as Rome is seen in the final phrase of verse 23.

10. The phrase the whole earth does not demand that Antichrist and the EU conquer and control the entire planet; the Word of God reveals exceptions to his universal control of the earth: the king of the north, the king of the south, and the kings of the east.

11. The phrase tread it down and crush it emphasizes the complete subjugation of those kingdoms/nations that Antichrist and the EU does conquer.

12. Verse 24 explicitly declares that the ten horns represent ten individual rulers that will comprise the fourth beast.

13. The eleventh horn represents the one that will arise after them, denoting the fact that Antichrist will arrive on the scene historically after the ten rulers of the EU are established.

14. Obviously, the time of his arrival on planet earth is related to the rapture and the day of the Lord.  IIThess. 2:3ff; Rev. 6:2

15. The fact that he is different from the previous ones indicates that there is a material difference between the Antichrist and the earthly leaders of the EU.

16. This difference is found in the fact that he is a resuscitated unbeliever from Hades, having lived previously on planet earth. 

17. The eleventh horn is the same person/king as pictured in Revelation 17, where he is known affectionately as the beast.  Rev. 17:3,8

18. During the course of events in Daniel's 70th week, three of the leaders of the EU will revolt against Alexander and attempt to break the union.

19. They will not be successful; the Antichrist will defeat them militarily and keep the alliance together.

20. The verb Daniel uses for subdue means to cause to be low and does not indicate the complete destruction of the three nations, just their subjugation.

21. The reign of Antichrist will be characterized by blasphemy against the Lord God, speaking monstrous things against the God of gods.  Dan. 11:36; Rev. 13:6

22. No doubt, he will question every attribute of the essence of God, maligning Him for His supposed faults and imperfections as well as all the things wrong in the world.

23. At the same time, Antichrist will be internationally trumpeting his own wisdom and perfection, convincing people that he is indeed God in the flesh.

24. There is no doubt that his immense genius will allow him to unify the vast majority of the world under his dominion, employing the latest in computer technology to track and keep control of all those in his realm.  

25. This computer technology will allow him to monitor every monetary transaction in his kingdom.  Rev. 13:16-17

26. While he will initially rise to power via the intelligent use of cosmic religion, he will never lose sight of the fact that there are people on the planet who are representatives of the true God.  Rev. 17:3

27. He will employ a systematic method of harassing the saints so that their lives become nothing more than a wretched existence.

28. Such continual and protracted pressure far more effectively breaks the human spirit than the single persecution that calls for some heroic decision, as in the case of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego.

29. Someone has noted that it is far easier to die for the Lord than it is to live for Him under constant irritation and badgering.

30. The Antichrist will employ social, religious, economic, and military persecution against all those who will not submit to his will.

31. No doubt, he will impose a new legal system on all his subjects, based on totalitarian principles in which the service of the government or state will be substituted for the absolute standards of God’s law.

32. Therefore, anyone who does not comply, dissenting or opposing the decisions and policies of the beast, will be guilty of high treason against the state and punished by death.

33. Like other periods of history that prefigure this event (for example, Nazi Germany), people will generally comply with the state and will turn on each other, probably being rewarded for turning in the “heretics”.

34. The overall effect on those who are believers is seen in the verb wear down, this hapax having a Hebrew counterpart that means to wear out like clothing, to reduce to tatters.

35. His desire to change times and law has occasioned much debate, many interpreters stating that this refers to his desire to alter the Jewish feasts.

36. However, while the term !m;z>  (zeman) is not used in biblical Aramaic for Jewish feasts, it has the sense of appointed or designated times and may well refer to the religious calendar.

37. The sacrifices and offerings are called the Lord’s appointed times, and the law may well refer to the Mosaic Law, which instituted the sacrifices and offerings.  Lev. 23:2,4,37,44

38. We do know that the Antichrist will eventually discontinue the Jewish rituals and take his seat in the third Temple, claiming to be God.  Dan. 9:27; IIThess. 2:4

39. The fact that God alone has the right to change times demonstrates that the Antichrist will attempt to take every divine right to himself.  Dan. 2:21

40. Daniel does not say that the Antichrist will be successful in his attempt to change times and law, only that he will intend to make alterations to God’s ordained course.

41. The term for law is used in biblical Aramaic of both God’s law and man’s law, and refers to that which is fixed or decreed.

42. Certainly, the Antichrist will attempt to manipulate history, controlling the media and forcing his decisions on everyone that he can.

43. The best example of this came from the French revolution, when the new leaders decided that the A.D. dating would be replaced by the first year of the Republic.

44. There was an elaborate attempt to revise the months and weeks, instituting a 10-day workweek and declaring 1792 to be year 1.

45. For twelve years, from 1793-1805, this revolutionary calendar was made absolutely obligatory; those who adhered to the Gregorian calendar were subject to criminal prosecution.

46. Although the Antichrist will be given every freedom to operate under and advance his evil strategies, his full control over things will not begin until he is possessed by Satan at the beginning of the Day of the Lord.  Rev. 13:2,4

47. Daniel and the Revelation agree that his full power over men will last only for a period of three and one-half years, the final portion of Daniel's 70th week.  Dan. 7:25; Rev. 13:5

48. There is no discreet subject in the verb given, and the closest reference is the masculine plural times.

49. Most interpret the verb as referring to the saints, but it may very well include all these; Antichrist will get his way over the saints, times, and law for a limited time.

50. The final phrase, time, times, and half a time, has occasioned some questions as well, the plural times not being a dual as it is typically interpreted as being.

51. However, as Winer points out in his Chaldee grammar, “The plural word, standing between time and half a time, can only designate the simple plural, two times since the Chaldee plural is often used to denote a pair when the dual is used in the Hebrew.”
52. Therefore, we are correct in taking the phrase to refer to a period of three and one-half, but three and one-half what?

53. Most sound expositors view this as the final three and one-half years of Daniel's 70th week, corresponding to the period of 42 months, and 1260 days.  Rev. 13:5

54. In fact, Revelation 12 indicates that this phrase time, times and half a time is the exact equivalent of 1260 days.  Rev. 12;6,14

55. Therefore, the only conclusion one can draw is that three and one-half years of twelve 30-day prophetic months is the exact equivalent of 42 months or 1260 days.

56. Although the Antichrist will have tremendous satanic power and will hope to impose his will on the saints, times, and law, God has already fixed his time and nothing will ever change that.

57. Knowing this, it is not surprising that he would attempt to change times and law, since that is the only way he could hope to extend his career and overthrow the plan of God.

58. It is in the Antichrist that we see the highest worldly wisdom and civilization, uniting the vast majority of the world under his domain; however, in him we see the worst example of atheism, antitheism, and autotheism that will ever exist.

7:26 'But the court will sit for judgment, and his dominion will be taken away, annihilated and destroyed forever.  {waw + d.a. + m.s.n. !yDI lit. the judge—Peal impf. 3ms btiy>--waw + m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. !j'l.v' dominion, right to rule—Haphel pf. 3mp  hd'[]  lit. they caused to pass on—waw + Haphel inf.const. dm;v. 1X, the Hebrew term generally denotes a sudden, catastrophic destruction, this defines how his right to rule is caused by pass away—waw + pref. l + Haphel inf.const.db;a] to cause to perish, to destory—prep. d[; + d.a. + m.s.n. @As same as 6:27, as far as the end, forever} 
7:27 'Then the sovereignty, the dominion, and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the people, namely the saints of the Highest Ones; His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.'  {waw + d.a. + f.s.n. WKl.m; kingdom, autonomy, self-government—waw + d.a. + m.s.n. !j'l.v' dominion, right to rule—waw + d.a. + f.s.n. Wbr> 5X, majesty, greatness, grandeur, splendor--rel.part. yDi const.state—f.p.n.const. WKl.m;--prep. tAxT. under— m.s.n.const. lKo—d.a. + m.dual.n. !yIm;v.—Peil pf. 3fs. bh;y>  passive, will be given—pref. l + m.s.n. ~[; note that this is not construct, the phrase that follows defines this term—m.p.adj.const. vyDIq; holy ones, saints—m.p.adj. !Ayl.[,--f.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. WKl.m;--f.s.n.const. WKl.m; kingdom of—m.s.n. ~l;[' forever, perpetuity—waw + m.s.n. lKo—d.a. + m.p.n. !j'l.v' dominions, those with the right/authority to rule—Peal impf. 3mp xl;P. will render service to deity—waw + Hithpaal impf. 3mp [m;v. listen for themselves, “obey”--pref. l + 3ms suff.} 

Exposition vs. 26-27

1. The court or judgment in view in verse 26 is the same one that we saw previously in verses 10 and 22.

2. This judgment/court is convened during the final portion of Daniel's 70th week in response to the continual cries of the righteous for God to act.  Rev. 6:9-11

3. The overpowering evil of the Antichrist, as well as the judgment that is demanded on negative volition, will eventually cause God the Father to convene the court and try the case.

4. This judgment appears to be the fulfillment of the verse that indicates that Church Age believers will participate in judging God’s enemies.  ICor. 6:12

5. This judgment/court/trial does not seem to be mentioned in Revelation, which seems to be more concerned with what is happening on earth rather than what is happening in Heaven.

6. In this case, the court determines that the enemies of God are guilty beyond any reasonable doubt and pass judgment against Antichrist specifically.

7. The verb used for the disposition of his dominion/kingdom is actually one that means to pass from one thing to another; the right to rule planet earth will pass from Alexander to Jesus Christ Himself.

8. In this chapter, there is a distinct emphasis on the fact that Jesus Christ will receive the kingdom, which He will share with His saints.  Dan. 7:14,18,22,27

9. As a result of this formal judgment, three distinct things will occur:

a. His dominion will be taken away, he will lose the legal right to rule any portion of planet earth, he will be deposed from his throne.

1.) That loss of dominion will be enforced by the two judgments that follow in verse 27.

b. His dominion will be annihilated, a reference to his physical destruction of Antichrist and his kingdom at the Second Advent.  IIThess. 2:3,8

1.) The term dm;v.











































 (shemadh—annihilated) is used only one time in biblical Aramaic.

2.) However, the same Hebrew term is used extensively and always means to destroy or annihilate (to reduce to nothing, to put out of existence, to cause to cease to exist).  Lev. 26:30

3.) It is very often used in passages dealing with vengeance or with the active judgment of God.  Isa. 13:9 (exterminate), 23:11 (demolish)

4.) The objects are almost universally people, whether a nation, a group of nations, a family, or an individual.

5.) The destruction in view with this word usually involves a rather sudden catastrophe, such as warfare or mass killing, which will certainly be the case with Antichrist.

6.) This term refers only to the disposition of the humanity of Antichrist and his kingdom; the next term refutes the false doctrine of soul annihilation.

c. His rule will be destroyed forever, demonstrating the truth that physical death is not the end for the ungodly.

1.) The final portion of this verse is actually ap'As-d[; (‘adh sopha’—as far as the end), causing some to suggest that this means the end of his career.

2.) However, this exact construction is used in Daniel 6:27 and clearly has the nuance of eternity/forever.

3.) This phrase is to be interpreted to mean that the kingdom of Antichrist will cease to exist when he is physically killed and placed in the lake of fire to undergo the penalty of eternal destruction.  Rev. 19:20, 20:10; IIThess. 1:9

10. Many have attempted to soften these words, trying to make them mean something less than the awful truth they imply.

11. However, if one accepts the teachings of Jesus Christ about Heaven and eternal life, they cannot logically reject His teachings about Hell/The Lake of Fire and eternal destruction.  Matt. 13:42,50

12. The very clear reading of IIThess. 2:8-9 indicates that all unbelievers, after their temporal destruction, will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, just as the Antichrist does in Daniel 7.
13. This is not teaching the once and for all death of the soul, or annihilation in the sense that the soul ceases to consciously exist.

14. While there are a few verses (3) in which one might make some case for the use of “eternal” not referring to an indefinite period of undetermined duration, the vast majority (68 others) of the uses of this word indicate that it means “eternal or everlasting”, and is used to express the immeasurable duration of eternity future.

15. Just as eternal life teaches a state of conscious blessedness in which all unpleasantness is removed, the term eternal destruction teaches a state of conscious wretchedness in which one experiences nothing which makes existence worthwhile.  Rev. 21:4,8
16. Following the destruction of Antichrist and his kingdom, Jesus Christ will assume the rule of planet earth, establishing the physical millennial manifestation of His eternal kingdom.
17. It is at this point that the kingdom and right to rule are shared with the positive Jews on planet earth.
18. This does not mean that Jesus Christ does not exercise complete sovereignty, but it does indicate that His kingdom will be for the benefit and welfare of the Jews in contrast to their previous experiences at the hands of the other kingdoms.
19. Further, all the glory/power/majesty/splendor of all earthly kingdoms will be subjugated before Israel, which will be the premier nation on the planet, with Jesus Christ ruling from the capital city.  Ps. 2:6ff, 22:27, 72:11, 86:9; Isa. 9:7, 54:3, 60:12
20. The Church, the bride of Christ, will be associated with Him in that Millennial rule, enjoying the benefits of being married to the Messiah.  Lk. 19:16-19; Rev. 19:7-9
21. That kingdom begins with the Millennial reign of Jesus Christ and extends to the eternal state with the new heavens and new earth.  Rev. 21:24-26
22. The initial aspect of the kingdom will be the earthly, 1000-year reign of Christ, which will be inherited by believing Jews of dispensations other than the Church Age.
23. While Jesus Christ shares the glory and blessing of the kingdom with His bride and saints, it is clear that the everlasting kingdom is His and that all dominions will serve and obey Him.
24. Once again, this fulfills the promises of the Davidic covenant, guaranteeing that one of David’s physical descendants would rule and be established forever.  IISam. 712,13,16
7:28 "At this point the revelation ended. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts were greatly alarming me and my face grew pale, but I kept the revelation to myself."  {prep. d[; + adv. hK' as far as here—d.a. + m.s.n @As--rel.part. yDi const.state—d.a. + f.s.n. hL'mi matter, thing. “revelation”—I, Daniel—m.p.n.const. + 1s suff. !Ay[.r; my thoughts —Pael impf 3mp + 1s suff. lh;B. the emotion of one afraid, threatened, or overwhelmed –m.s.adj. ayGIf;--waw + m.p.n.const. wyzI my brightnesses, my colors—Hithpaal impf. 3mp hn"v' were changed—prep. l[; + 1s suff. on account of me—waw + Peal pf. 1s rj;n> 1X, the Hebrew equivalent means to keep or guard—d.a. + f.s.n. hL'mi matter, translated revelation in first part of verse—pref. B + m.s.n.const. + 1s suff. bb;l.}  
Exposition vs. 28

1. All the events described and interpreted from verse two through verse 27 were part of the prophetic dream.

2. This dream, comprised of several revelatory visions, concerned the kingdoms of the world that would be present when the fifth and final kingdom was established on planet earth.

3. Daniel had seen things that were far removed from his time in history and the intense evil that would be present at the time of the end.

4. He now turns to the effect that these revelations had on him personally, since the power and magnitude of these visions was truly overwhelming.

5. When Daniel says that my thoughts were greatly alarming me, and my face grew pale, he is recording the tremendous emotional drain that he experienced as a result of these visions.

6. Remember that Daniel is living in the first year of Belshazzar in 553 BC and is likely in his late sixties or early seventies.

7. Observing the tremendous scope of God’s adversaries, including complete nations and the Antichrist, had a profound effect on the godly Daniel.

8. While in the dream state, Daniel could address the angel about the things that were disturbing him so profoundly; now that he is awake, he has no one from whom he can gain a better understanding.  Dan. 7:15

9. As Daniel pondered the dream, its meaning, and its implications for the future, he was overwhelmed with information that was almost too much for him to bear.

10. He had to understand that his people, the Jews, were the objects of the intense persecution of Antichrist and that he would be quite successful for some time.

11. Obviously, one of the most terrifying things Daniel saw was the RRE, its massive control of humanity, and destruction it accomplished in the world.

12. Although Daniel would have clearly understood that the Lord’s plan was ultimately successful, he would have been very cognizant of the intense amount of suffering that would come to pass before that final kingdom was established.

13. Although Daniel was a mature believer by this time and walked in fellowship consistently, he would have been very aware of the difference between the powerful supernatural visions and his own mortality. 

14. When even a great believer is confronted with such a massive amount of spiritual information, it must be quite overwhelming.  Isa. 6:5; Lk. 5:5-8; Rev. 19:10, 22:8

15. The latter portion of verse 28 must be interpreted in the immediate context; that is, Daniel did not tell anyone about the dream immediately, but did relate it to a person or persons at a later time.  Dan. 7:1-2

16. Daniel mentions nothing about writing down the particulars of the dream when he awoke; so, that must have occurred at a later time as well.

17. At this point, Daniel is content to keep the alarming information to himself, not having anyone in which he felt he could confide.

18. This is a singular burden in itself when one lacks the solace of a human confidant about such momentous issues.

19. Beyond that, there is no reason to assume that Daniel understood the dream completely; we cannot limit the significance of prophecies to what the prophets themselves understood.  IPet. 1:11-12

20. In fact, Daniel is told to conceal these words and seal up the book until the end of time.
21. This does not mean that the words of Daniel or this book have been sealed physically; they have been recognized as part of the canon of Scripture and available for thousands of years.

22. What it does mean is that the primary thrust of the prophecies that began in Daniel 7 are related to the end times and will not be fully understood or appreciated until that period of history.

23. While the prophecies were interesting and enlightening to Daniel, the primary interpretation and understanding of these things awaited our time in history.

24. In fact, the latter portion of Daniel 12:4 indicates that a full knowledge of prophetic things will not be available until the time that many of these entities exist.
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